
April 20, 2023 
 
Dear California Air Resources Board: 
 
As Black Church leaders, we have seen for ourselves how climate change hits African American 
communities in a particularly harsh way. We know firsthand the tragedies of environmental 
justice. Communities of color face an undue, disproportionate and unjust burden of air pollution 
and climate impacts from the production of fossil fuels. Reducing emissions from the 
transportation sector offers an opportunity to reduce the pollution and climate impact burden in 
our communities.  
 
Exhaust from diesel-powered heavy duty vehicles is the single largest source of smog pollution 
in California and is one of the main pollution sources in Black communities across the US. This 
disproportional impact by truck pollution is a result of historical and ongoing systemic racism, 
which has allowed interstates and heavily travelled roads to dissect our communities and 
neighborhoods. This has resulted, tragically, in higher rates of asthma and other respiratory 
illnesses in Black communities. 
 
Trucks, which only account for 10 percent of vehicles on the road, produce nearly 25 percent of 
the transportation sectors greenhouse gases, which is fueling climate change. A 2021 report 
stated that a 62% reduction in diesel emissions would decrease race-ethnicity and income 
inequalities by 37%. Big rigs, which produce 14 times more smog-forming pollution and 4 times 
more deadly diesel soot than vans or smaller trucks, are responsible for a majority of the most 
harmful pollution faced by communities of color. 
 
While we applaud the California Air Resources Board (CARB) for including a target of 100 
percent pollution-free truck sales by 2036, we, as communities of color need more. To further 
reduce the sacrifices of health and wellbeing that our Black families are making daily, CARB 
must finalize an Advanced Fleet Rule that also applies to fleets of 10 or more trucks including 
mid-size and big-rig fleets. A strong rule from California has the added advantage of influencing 
the actions of other states, the Federal regulation and manufacturers across the country.  
 
The California Air Resources Board has an opportunity to help address the injustice of pollution 
and climate change by enacting the strongest possible heavy duty truck standards that drives us 
swiftly towards zero emissions. We urge CARB to prioritize justice and finalize the strongest 
possible Advanced Fleet Rule in order to protect the health and wellbeing of our communities.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rev. Timothy Tyler, Denver, CO 
Rev. Frank Davis, Denver, CO 
Rev. Mark Hill, Denver, CO 
Rev. Jim Dotson, Colorado Springs, CO 
Rev. Cleveland Thompson, Colorado Springs, CO 
Elder Roland Joyner, Sr., Colorado Springs, CO 
Rev. Eugene Dowing, Jr, Denver, CO 



Rev. Jules Smith, Denver, CO 
Rev. Steve F. Mack, Pueblo, CO 
Rev. T. E. Hendricks, Denver, CO 
Reverend W. Franklyn Richardson,  Mt. Vernon, NY 
Reverend Dr. Carl L. Washington Jr., New York, NY  
Reverend G. Modele Clarke,  Kingston, NY  
Reverend Dr. Patricia A. Morris,  New York, NY  
Reverend Wesley Wilson Jr., New York, NY  
Reverend Cyrus Thornton,  Syracuse, NY  
Reverend Robert Jones Jr., New York, NY  
Reverend Milton French,  Buffalo, NY  
Reverend Lois Giles,  Bronx, NY 
Diaconate Ministry Chair, Jamaica, NY  
Reverend Dr. DeQuincy M. Hentz, New Rochelle, NY  
Reverend Ruben L. Goff,  Albion, NY  
Reverend Ronald Grant,  Hudson, NY  
Reverend Thomas E. Moore,  Brooklyn, NY  
Reverend Calvin G. Sampson,  New York, NY  
Reverend Judith Williams, Tarrytown, NY  
Dr. Wayne Weathers, Jenkintown, PA 
Rev/Dr Leslie Callahan, Philadelphia, PA 
Re. Terrence D. Griffith, Philadelphia, PA 
Rev. Gene Gordon, Harrisburg, PA 
Rev. Queen Dickey, Harrisburg, PA 
Rev. Jonathan Dickey, Harrisburg, PA 
Rev. John Dillard, Philadelphia, PA 
Mrs. Annette Dillard, Elkins Park, PA 
Rev. William Irons, Chester, PA 
Rev. Jerry Wilson, Centreville, IL 
Rev Lekevie C. Johnson, Sr., Champaign, IL 
Rev Keith L. Thomas, Champaign, IL 
Rev.  Rickey E. Parks, Champaign, IL 
Dr. Claude E. Shelby, Sr., Champaign, IL 
Dr. James H. Thomas, Chicago IL 
Rev. Leonard DeVille, Chicago IL 
Rev. Carsie E Barnes III, Chicago IL 
Reverend Russell B. Harris, Chicago IL 
Dr. Craig M. Jenkins, Chicago IL 
Rev. James R. Flint, Jr., Chicago IL 
Dr. Charles F. Thomas, Chicago IL 
Pastor Tytan T. Laws, Chicago IL 
Rev. Darcell Morris, Chicago IL 
Dr. Rogers W. Jackson, Chicago IL 
Rev. Anthony J. Dumas Sr., Chicago IL 
Rev. Charles Jenkins, Chicago IL 
Rev. E. L. Emmons, Chicago IL 



Rev. Dr. Robert A Cain, Chicago IL 
Rev. Derrius Colvin, Sr., Chicago IL 
Rev. John E. Collins, Sr., Chicago IL 
Rev. Steve Spiller, Sr., Chicago IL 
Rev. Rosemary Williams, St. Paul, MN 
Rev. Charles Ford, Minneapolis, MN 
Rev. Arthur Agnew, Minneapolis, MN 
Rev. Aaron Bellfield, Minneapolis, MN 
Rev. Albert Gallmon, Minneapolis, MN 
Rev. William Austin, Minneapolis, MN 
Rev. Billy Russell, St. Paul, MN 
Rev. Charles Yates, Minneapolis, MN 
Rev. John L. Bowen, Sr, Minneapolis, MN 
Rev. Roderic Gholston, Robbinsdale, MN 
Rev. Madalyn Fields, Crystal, MN 
Rev. Billy Russell, Minneapolis, MN 
Rev. W.A. Watson,II, Minneapolis, MN 
Rev. James Thomas, Minneapolis, MN 
Rev. Jessie Griffin, Minneapolis, MN 
Rev. James Thomas, St. Paul, MN 
Rev. Runney Patterson, St. Paul, MN 
Rev. Welton Pleasant II, Long Beach, CA 
Rev. John Berry, Long Beach, CA 
Rev. Virgil Jones, Los Angeles, CA 
Rev. Perry J. Jones, Los Angeles, CA 
Dr. J. Benjamin Hardwick, Los Angeles, CA 
Dr. Lester Mosley, Los Angeles, CA 
Rev. Alvin Tunstill, Jr., Los Angeles, CA 
Rev. Milton Marshall, Sr., Los Angeles, CA 
Dr. Edward Jenkins, Los Angeles, CA 
Rev. W. Charles Harris, Jr., Los Angeles, CA 
Rev. Freeman Jones, Milpitas, CA 
Dr. Gillette O. James, Oakland, CA 
Rev Elliot T Ivey, Oakland, CA 
Dr. Joeseph Simmons, Oakland, CA 
Rev. Hubert L. Garnett, Oakland, CA 
Bishop Sean Teal, Oakland, CA 
Dr. Darryl Barnard Heath, Sacramento, CA 
Rev. Dr. Ephraim Williams, Sacramento, CA 
Rev. Sylvester Howard, Sacramento, CA 
Rev. John W. Ralph, Jr., San Diego, CA 
Dwight E.C. Matthews, San Francisco, CA 
Rev. Calvin Jones, Jr., San Francisco, CA 
Dr. Amos C. Brown, San Francisco, CA 
Dr. Ricky Williams, San Jose, CA 
Rev. York Hayes, San Jose, CA 



Dr. Thomas James, Chattsworth, CA 
Dr. Demetrius Edwards, Oakland, CA 
Rev. Dr. Guy Campbell, Palmyra, NJ 
Rev. Dr. Winfred Sanders, Pleasantville, NJ 
Rev. Dr. Richard Jones, Burlington, NJ 
Rev. Dellroger Dunmore, Newark, NJ 
Rev. Joseph Carter, Newark, NJ 
Rev. Milton Lester, Somerset, NJ 
Rev. Dr. Calvin McKinney, Garfield, NJ 
Rev. William Freeman, Orange, NJ 
Rev. Lester Taylor, Englewood, NJ 
Rev. Marilyn Harris, Teaneck, NJ 
Rev. Joe McClain, New Jersey 
Rev. Darryl Burton, Sr., Silver Spring, MD 
Rev. Michael Green, Cedar Heights, MD 
Rev. Patricia Degrafenreid, Baltimore, MD 
Rev. Grainger Browing, Ft. Washington, MD 
Rev. Mark Whitlock, Jr, Glen Dale, MD 
Rev. Alan Gould, Silver Springs, MD 
Rev. Patrick Clayborn, Baltimore, MD 
Rev. Bobby Cox, Jr., Towson, MD 
Rev/Dr  E. Gail Holness, Ft. Washington, MD 
Rev. D.K. Kearney, Hyattsville, MD 
Rev. Wilmer Frazier, Jr, Odenton, MD 
Rev. Milton Williams, Jr., Baltimore, MD 
Rev. Scott Moore, Bowie, MD 
Rev. Joshua Logan, Gaithersburg, MD 
Rev. Darrell Gaskins, Clinton, MD 
Rev. Edgar Bankhead, Sr., Burtonsville, MD 
Rev. William H. William, Frederick, MD 
Rev. Rod McClanahan, Lexington, MD 
Rev. Frankey Grayton, Temple Hills, MD 
Rev. Heber Brown, III, Baltimore, MD 
Rev. Robert Turner, Columbia, MD 
Elder Stephen Jones, Baltimore, MD 
Elder Bryan O. Jones, Baltimore, MD 
Bishop Tony W. Torain, Baltimore, MD 
Rev. Cleveland T.A. Mason,II, Baltimore, MD 

 
 
 
 


