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The implementation plan covers an appropriately broad range of activities and state agencies.  To assure that this important sector is effective in meeting California’s climate mitigation goals, the plan objectives need rigorous, quantitative, and ongoing monitoring.  Senior management should be held accountable for meeting explicit climate mitigation objectives relevant to their agency.

Specific suggestions include: 

CALAND and COMET models:
Since measuring the impact of the implementation plan in decreasing carbon emissions is largely based on the results  from the simulations in the CALAND  and COMET models, it is particularly important that models be fully transparent i.e. make publically accessible the assumptions on which the model is based, the data inputs, and the equations, in addition to sharing the output.
 It is important to identify methods and timeline for external validation of model outputs.
California state agency and program roles:
The implementation plan involves a substantial number of different agencies, all of which could play important roles in meeting California's climate mitigation goals.  However it will be important to assure that the climate preservation goal for these agencies is as important as their traditional missions.  Therefore, job performance measurement for senior agency managers should include meeting quantifiable climate mitigation goal(s) for their agency, both for their individual job performance rating and as a condition of agency receipt of greenhouse gas reduction funds.
To get beyond business as usual, it will be important to encourage cross agency cooperation and stakeholder input, including academic experts to provide input on the most effective approaches for climate mitigation within the agency activities.  Some of this may come from the funded demonstration projects, but input from the broader research community should be sought on an ongoing basis.
 
