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To whom it may concern
In recent years, California has made huge strides in curbing Diesel engine emission, primarily by targeting the almost 100 year old Two Stroke technology engines that were the mainstay of truck and vessel propulsion in the 1980s and 90s.

Nearly all commercial vessels in state have been repowered with some level of modern 4-stroke electronic engines.

As the owner of a long range commercial Sportfishing vessel for 35 years, I have witnessed the change. When we upgraded from DD12V71 engines to DD Series 60 electronic engines our fuel burn dropped by 35%. Even with years of service they still burned clean – never smoked, even on a cold start. Because of our offshore route, state funding was never available to us. We paid more than $200,000.00 out of pocket. Because of the fuel savings, it has been more than worth it.

So five years ago, even though the engines ran perfectly, it was time to do something. We looked again at a potential repower and now the price tag was beyond $300,000.00. Again, because of our area of operation – mainly Mexican waters – zero funding was available to us.
We checked with CARB on multiple occasions and were told repeatedly that YES, our existing Series 60 engines would continue to be compliant in the future.

The cost of complete overhauls of all existing engines was estimated at about $100,000.00. Adding to this was the fact that the “New“ engines would burn 15% more fuel than the Series 60s – so the choice was obvious.
Fast forward 5 years: I have sold my boat and business after 35 years to a young up and coming Captain, who had been a longtime employee. He has put everything he has into it – money, heart and soul.
Suddenly, CARB decides it wants to change the rules on him and everyone else in the Commercial Sportfishing Industry.
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In his case, because he can’t get funding from the State and no bank is going to be willing to help, he will be out of business and 10 to 12 people will lose their jobs.
So this is what ‘EQUITY’ looks like in California. 

The State changes what it said was the “final” rule, separates a small portion of the Commercial Fishing fleet - the passenger part – into a category that nearly all parties involved agree, vessel owners cannot comply with even if they wanted to.

Meanwhile, the recreational vessel fleet of “thousands” of motor yachts, sport fishers and yes, sailboats are completely unregulated. Many hundreds of which are still powered with old 2-stroke and ancient 4-stroke engines. Many, if not most, owned by wealthy people.

In reality, these changes will do nothing for climate change.

Unless California buys them out of service, these vessels will move or be sold somewhere else – East Coast or Mexico. Global Emissions will be the same or worse. And the only difference (as has happened a lot) will be the loss of jobs here in California. Worse, “commercial” Sportfishing will switch more and more to the unregulated “recreational” vessels that already operate many illegal charters throughout the State, making that problem worse and undoubtedly adding immense amounts of air pollution. I am sure the State at some point will try to reign them in, but if past is prolog, they will not do well.
If the State does somehow-someway manage to try to make these thousands of boats comply, the only people who will be able to afford a yacht capable of incorporating Tier 4 Final Technology on board will be the very wealthy. Everyone else will be out of luck and have to take their fishing vacations somewhere else – with still more jobs lost in California.

And again, in spite of how well-meaning CARB maybe, and what the rhetoric is out of Sacramento about Equity. The hard truth is this mainly will affect the little guy and make California more elite and less equitable for most of us.
Michael Keating

Former owner/operator
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