
From: Allis Druffel
To: ARB Community Air
Cc: Allis Druffel; Jacquelyn Badejo
Subject: Time-Sensitive: Comment re: Watts being included in AB 617 designation
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2021 3:53:47 PM
Attachments: ARBSouthLAAB617 02.24.21.doc

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Folks,

I understand that the Board meeting is about to start. I signed up for it but will be coming on at
5pm due to another meeting.

I heard something troublesome today, that Watts may not be part of the “South L.A.” region
considered as an AB 617 Air Improvement Community. If this is true, I strongly urge the
Board to not accept this and to include Watts. As my support letter states, there are incredible
people working in Watts and South L.A. on efforts to reduce pollution and improve air quality.
But great minds fall short if crucial resources are not available. Yes, Watts Rising did receive
money from the TCC fund; however, there is much more to be done. I have witnessed the
existing disparities between multiple sources of pollution in Watts (traffic, smog, airplanes)
and other areas and AB 617 funds are much needed in the area.

If there is an opportunity to do public comments after 5pm at the meeting, I shall do so.

Thank you again for your attention to this.

Allis

Allis Druffel, IHM
Southern California Director
California Interfaith Power & Light
(310) 752-3436
allis@interfaithpower.org
www.interfaithpower.org

Begin forwarded message:

From: Allis Druffel <allis@interfaithpower.org>
Subject: Support Letter for South L.A. and AB617
Date: February 24, 2021 at 7:07:53 PM PST
To: communityair@arb.ca.gov
Cc: Allis Druffel <allis@interfaithpower.org>

Hello ARB Folks,
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February 24, 2021

California Air Resources Board


1001 I Street


Sacramento, California 95814


Attn: Liane Randolph, Chair

RE: Strong support for South L.A. to be designated an AB617 Air Improvement Community

Dear Chairman Randolph,

California Interfaith Power & Light (CIPL), which represents over 730 member congregations across the state, works with the California faith community on energy efficiency, renewable energy, education and advocacy. We advocate for environmental policies that protect public health, address racial disparities, create jobs, and fend off the worst of climate change effects. 


We are happy to stand in strong support for South L.A. to be designated an AB 617 Air Improvement Community. California Interfaith Power & Light has been honored to work with the Watts Clean Air & Energy Committee for the last three years. It is exciting to see the amount of organizing and brainpower that are working tirelessly to create an environment of health and justice in Watts and South L.A. This work is crucial in light of the history of structural racism, “redlining” of housing, and pollution sources, leading to lack of access to education and jobs, high incidence of illnesses, and poverty.


Some of our 50+ congregational members in the Los Angeles area are the very people working on sustainable solutions in this area, with an understanding that all major social justice issues are inter-connected, and call for systemic solutions. The work in Watts and South L.A. is impressive in its understanding and scope. Crucial funds are needed for this work to truly make an impact.

California Interfaith Power & Light stand in strong solidarity to designate South L.A. an AB617 Air Improvement Community. 

Sincerely,
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Allis Druffel


Southern California Director

(310) 752-3436; allis@interfaithpower.org
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Please find attached letter urging the Board to designate South L.A. as an AB617
Air Improvement Community.

Thank you and all the best,

Allis

Allis Druffel, IHM
Southern California Director
California Interfaith Power & Light
(310) 752-3436
allis@interfaithpower.org
www.interfaithpower.org
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