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June 22, 2015

Chair Nichols and Members of the Board
California Air Resources Board

1001 “I” Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Cleaner Freight and Heavy-Duty Vehicle Investments in the Proposed FY2015-16 Funding Plan
for Low Carbon Transportation Investments and the Air Quality Improvement Program

Dear Chair Nichols and Members of the Board:

The undersigned members of the California Cleaner Freight Coalition and the SB535 Coalition,
representing public health, science, environmental, sustainable technology, and environmental justice
organizations, strongly support directing funds from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund and the Air
Quality Improvement Program to projects that will reduce emissions from heavy-duty trucks, buses, and
other freight-related and off-road equipment. These sources of pollution, primarily diesel-powered,
represent a major source of air pollution in California and adversely impact the health of many
communities throughout the state. The Air Resources Board has identified the freight sector as
responsible for 45% of Nitrogen Oxide emissions, half of diesel particulate matter emissions, and a



growing source of global warming emissions. The impact on public health is staggering with an
estimated 2,200 premature deaths occurring each year from freight-related emissions at an economic
cost of $20 billion per year. The health and environmental burdens of freight transportation are not
shared equally, with the communities closest to these emission sources bearing the brunt of these
impacts.

Please consider our comments below to increase the benefits of the proposed FY15-16 investments to
the most heavily impacted communities.

We strongly support the investment of the proposed $167 million in the freight, off-road and heavy-duty
vehicle sector to advance new technology development and deploy lower-emission trucks, buses, and
other equipment. This represents an increase of more than $70 million compared to last fiscal year. This
increased level of investment is important for accelerating the transformation to a cleaner freight
system in California to improve public health, meet air quality standards, and reduce climate change
emissions and oil use.

Because of the disproportionate impact to communities near rail yards, warehousing, freeways, ports,
logistics centers, and border crossing, it must be a priority to target incentive funding to projects
directly in these communities and to projects that provide benefits to these communities. The funding
proposal indicates various levels of investment by project category will be targeted to projects directly in
disadvantaged communities or providing benefits to disadvantaged communities. We believe a larger
fraction of funding should be targeted to benefit these communities than is currently proposed.

The proposed funding plan specifies that at least 50% of the total $65 million allocated for Zero-Emission
Truck and Bus Pilot Commercial Deployment projects would need to either be located in or provide
benefits to disadvantaged communities. While total funding for this category in the FY14-15 funding
plan was $25 million, 100% of the funding was directed to benefit disadvantaged communities.

We recognize the importance of providing flexibility to fund a variety of projects to accelerate the
deployment of zero-emission truck and bus technologies, but believe a higher requirement to deliver
benefits to disadvantaged communities should be included in the funding plan since those communities
suffer the greatest impacts of heavy-duty diesel exhaust and have the fewest resources with which to
mitigate its impacts.

Proposal: We request that ARB target 75% of Zero-Emission Truck and Bus Pilot Commercial
Deployment project funding to be spent on projects that deliver benefits to disadvantaged
communities compared to the 50% proposed. Within the specific categories, 50% of bus funding
should go to projects directly in disadvantaged communities, with an additional 25% benefiting those
communities, and 25% of truck funding should go to projects directly in disadvantaged communities,
with an additional 50% benefitting those communities.

To ensure the benefits of these projects are indeed accrued in disadvantaged communities, we support
ARB’s proposed requirements for the use of telematics devices to track vehicle operation as part of the
HVIP and Truck and Bus Commercial Pilot projects.



More generally, ARB must ensure that all Low Carbon Transportation investments avoid creating
additional burdens in disadvantaged communities. For example, investments must avoid burdens such
as increased traffic, increased exposure to traffic pollutants, or displacement of low-income residents or
local community-serving businesses. Low Carbon Transportation funding must be used strategically to
reduce freight impacts in disadvantaged communities without introducing new impacts. Projects such as
siting of new transit or intermodal facilities adjacent to or within disadvantaged communities may have
unintended consequences of increasing freight traffic volumes within communities or displacement of
residents. The potential for creation of substantial burdens must be considered in the process of
awarding GGRF funding.

Finally, zero-emission technologies are critical for the long-term health of our communities and meeting
air quality and climate goals, and we support ARB’s program focus on bringing these technologies to
market and incentivizing early deployment. It is important that these technologies are deployed across
various sectors and vehicle sizes and classes from delivery trucks and transit buses, to school buses and
drayage trucks. We support ARB’s proposal to accelerate commercial deployment across many heavy-
duty vehicle sizes and classes of vehicles through the use of incentive funding. However, to achieve the
transformational change needed in the freight sector to create healthy communities, a well-coordinated
suite of voluntary incentives and regulatory measures will be necessary. As such, incentive funds should
be used to advance the goals of ARB’s Sustainable Freight Initiative, and should complement the
regulatory measures that the Board instructed staff to pursue at the April Board Hearing.

Sincerely,

Don Anair
Research and Deputy Director, Clean Vehicle Program
Union of Concerned Scientists
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Bill Magavern
Policy Director
Coalition for Clean Air

Bonnie Holmes-Gen
Senior Director for Air Quality and Climate Change
American Lung Association in California

Wafaa Aborashed
Executive Director
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Katelyn Roedner Sutter
Environmental Justice Program Director
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Stockton

John Shears
Research Coordinator
Center for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Technologies

Jesse Marquez
Executive Director
Coalition for a Safe Environment

Humberto Lugo-Martinez
Comite Civico del Valle

D. Malcolm Carson
General Counsel and Policy Director of Environmental Health
Community Health Councils

mark! Lopez
Executive Director
East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice

Joy Williams
Research Director
Environmental Health Coalition

Denny Larson
Executive Director
Global Community Monitor

Stella Ursua
President
Green Education Inc.

Alvaro S. Sanchez
Program Manager, Environmental Equity
The Greenlining Institute

Michele Prichard
Director, Common Agenda
Liberty Hill Foundation

Kevin D. Hamilton,RRT,RCP
Medical Advocates for Healthy Air and Central California Asthma Collaborative



Morgan Wyenn
Staff Attorney
Natural Resources Defense Council

Colin Murphy
Climate Policy Adocate
NextGen Climate America

Marybelle Nzegwu
Staff Attorney
Public Advocates Inc.

Joel Ervice
Associate Director
Regional Asthma Management & Prevention (RAMP)

Kathryn Phillips
Director
Sierra Club California

Tom Helm
Valley Improvement Projects



