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Re: Oak Woodland Greenhouse Gas Emissions

California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection and California Air Resources Board Members:

California Oaks would like to raise the incongruity of the accompanying photo relative to the Board of

Forestry  and Air Resources Board joint policy regarding meeting AB32 Scoping Plan forest targets.  Although

the state's forest greenhouse gas (GHG) focus may be on

"timberland," in fact California’s GHG policies and laws

apply equally to all native "forest land."

The 2008 AB32 Scoping Plan recognized the significant

contribution that terrestrial greenhouse gas storage will

make in meeting the state's GHG emissions reduction goals:

"This plan also acknowledges the important role of

terrestrial sequestration in our forests, rangelands,

wetlands, and other land resources.”  The Scoping Plan set

a “no net loss” goal for forest land carbon sequestration and

2“stretch targets” of increasing forest land CO  storage by 2

million metric tonnes by 2020 and 5 MMT by 2050.  

California Oaks would appreciate a cogent explanation of how the pictured blue oak firewood is consistent

with the state’s natural and working lands sector targets, given that unregulated/unmitigated oak tree

cutting for “commercial purposes” results in: (1) the loss of carbon sequestration capacity; (2) produces

carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide emissions from burning the firewood.

Sincerely, 

Janet Cobb, Executive Officer
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