May 13, 2020
Mary Nichols, Chair California Air Resources Board
1001 I Street Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: Support for a Stronger Advanced Clean Trucks Rule
Dear Chair Nichols and Members of the Board,
On behalf of the undersigned labor, public health, environmental and frontline freight community
groups, and our hundreds of thousands of members and supporters across the State, we urge you to
approve staff's proposed Advanced Clean Trucks ("ACT") Rule. The ACT Rule will be the first of
its kind in the nation. It’s passage is a crucial step in transforming California’s transportation system
to zero-emissions, which is essential to address the dual crises of air pollution and climate change.
While more must be done to meet CARB’s long-term commitments for clean air and carbon
neutrality, immediate passage of the current proposal is critical to providing the necessary signals to
the market to meaningfully invest in this transformation.
We understand that some industry groups are claiming that, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic,
CARB should halt or loosen California’s public health and environmental protections. Our view is
the opposite: the need for further progress on California’s public health protections is now even
more evident. Communities already battling air pollution now also face greater vulnerability to health
impacts of COVID-19. Preliminary research indicates that, at the county level, COVID-19 mortality
rates are higher in areas with elevated levels of long-term fine particulate matter air pollution. 1
Californians thus face higher risks: the latest State of the Air report shows California has 10 of the
26 most polluted cities for particle pollution, and each of the worst five. 2
Furthermore, we are confident that the Advanced Clean Trucks Rule can play a critical role in the
economic response to the pandemic. Like many of California’s public health and environmental
protection measures, the rule enables job growth, economic savings, and new industry and
innovation opportunities at the same time that it lowers health costs. An accelerated transition to
zero-emission trucks will allow California to realize multiple significant benefits:
•

Californians Need the ACT for our Health

Medium- and heavy-duty vehicles are the largest source of NOx emissions in our State. By
strengthening the rule, CARB’s new proposal nearly doubles reductions of NOx and PM2.5. As a
result, the rule generates an additional ~$3.3 billion in health savings from avoided ER visits,
hospitalizations, and premature deaths. 3
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•

Californians Need the ACT for Economic Stimulus

The positive relationship between zero-emission truck deployment and economy-wide savings in
fuel and operational costs is well documented. By strengthening the rule, CARB’s modified proposal
generates an additional $1 billion in economic savings through 2040 as these lower costs are passed
on to California businesses and consumers. 4
•

Californians Need the ACT for Jobs

The current proposal is estimated to generate more than 8,000 net new jobs by 2035. Furthermore,
the reporting requirement can enable fairer labor practices and more equitable outcomes for truck
drivers, where misclassification is rampant and family-sustaining wages remain elusive. 5 Passing a
strong rule will turn a historically polluting industry into a source of high quality, green jobs in
trucking, manufacturing, and charging infrastructure installation.
•

Californians Need the ACT to Address Environmental Injustice

By design, California’s freight-related air pollution is concentrated in low-income communities and
communities of color. Accelerating the deployment of zero-emission vehicles in these communities
is essential for repairing the historic injustice caused by the freight industry.
•

Californians Need the ACT in our Fight Against Climate Change

Transportation emissions are the largest source of California’s greenhouse gases, and freight
movement’s share of those emissions is growing rapidly. By increasing the number of zero-emission
trucks sold, the new proposal almost doubles greenhouse gas emission reductions from the original
proposal by 2040. 6
•

Californians Need the ACT to Improve Working Conditions

Zero-emission trucks can alleviate the stress of one of the most notoriously difficult jobs employing
3.5 million people in the U.S. In addition to eliminating driver exposure to diesel pollution, electric
trucks are more comfortable to operate, enable greater ease of keeping pace with traffic, and
eliminate the nuisance of engine noise. 7 A veteran truck-driver interviewed for the New York Times
remarked: “It’s beautiful. You don’t go home with your ears ringing every night.” 8
•

Californians Need the ACT to Transform the Market

Passing a stronger rule aligns the economic interests of original equipment manufacturers with the
State’s air and climate targets. Scaling up production promises to bring down prices and further
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accelerate adoption. The proposed rule's higher sales targets will unleash OEMs’ sophisticated
production lines and innovation capacity in a market that is already generating tremendous interest
from fleets, who are eager to see more product availability and variety. 9 This rule will help enable
them to realize savings from the increasingly lower total cost of ownership of zero-emission trucks
further stimulating the industry and economy.
•

Californians Need the ACT to Provide Continued Leadership Nationally and
Globally

CARB must continue to set the pace for other jurisdictions eager to replicate our success. Seven
other states have already signaled their desire to opt-in to California's zero-emission truck standard
and have asked for strong targets. 10
As CARB's own analysis has repeatedly demonstrated, to meet our air quality and climate needs, we
must rapidly electrify virtually all of our transportation sector. This rule, while a critical step, does
not achieve the level of zero-emission truck deployments necessary to meet these needs. 11 CARB
must continue to accelerate this transformation by adopting strong fleet rules and other measures,
and we look forward to working with the agency to make that happen. Nevertheless, passing this
ground-breaking regulation will build important momentum for these further advances, and send a
clear signal to the market about the need to rebuild California’s economy in a way that is healthier,
greener, and more just. We urge you to approve the rule.
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