The Association of California Community Energy Services’ Proposal for California Air Resources Board (CARB) Cap & Trade Draft Investment Plan

4/18/2013

To; Cal EPA, Air Resource Board

The Association of California Community Energy Services (ACCES) has commented previously and wanted to take the opportunity to provide a brief comment on the Cap & Trade Draft Investment Plan.

ACCES agrees with the addition of the existing state low-income programs administered by California State Department of Community Services and Development (CSD) and the CPUC.  These programs are shovel ready to accomplish the outcomes set by AB 32 and now the proposed draft Cap & Trade program.  This is a good fit and can show benefit to low-income families and reduce their GHG emissions.
Realizing that the parameters of the low-income program are not drafted, ACCES urges the CARB to consider and adopt that the low-income weatherization program be statewide and not just the narrowly defined disadvantaged communities identified by CAL/EPA in order to share the benefits of the program with everyone who is at or below 60% of the state median income. This approach will maximize the benefits of finite resources and GHG emission reductions.  As found with SB 1, that created the California Solar Initiative (CSI), the narrow definition of low-income homes and households limited the ability to focus on those that are in need of services and meet the goals set by the program.  We hope and strongly recommend that this same narrow path is not replicated here when there is a window to leverage funds with existing LIHEAP, DOE and ESA programs.
In summary and to reiterate, it is our position that the revenue from the auctions should be employed to assist all low-income households who will disproportionately feel the impact of increased fuel prices. We support the ideal of focusing funds on disadvantaged communities but believe that expansion of that goal can net significant benefits throughout the state by the innovative leveraging of existing federally-funded energy efficiency resources, utility dollars and rebates for renewable energy installations that benefit the poor and achieve AB32’s objectives.
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