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My name is Daniel Chandler. | represent 350 Humboldt and Climate
Action California. We support the EJAC position on avoided
emissions.

There is a very large industry, with many self-interested players, who
want to keep freeloading on California’s drivers — who ultimately pay
for the exorbitant avoided emissions credits of the LCFS. The industry
calls digester biomethane “renewable natural gas.” A more accurate
name is “avoidable natural gas,” because dairy industry manure
management choices cause most manure methane. The main culprit
is the wet or flush/lagoon system of manure management, which is
unknown in Europe and used much less in other parts of the US than
in California.’ In 2023 Professor Frank Mitloehner of UC Davis
published an article that showed it is possible to get to a 40%
reduction in dairy methane by 2030 just by switching away from the
flush/lagoon system to dry management.? That is the best option, but
there are a number of other effective ways of cutting methane from
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stored manure. These include flaring,® vermifiltration* and the addition
of an additive® to the slurry (urine and feces mixture) — each of which
is as effective as digesters. Digesters only exist in 200 dairies. What
about the other 1,200 dairies? If CARB regulates manure methane we
can reach and exceed the 40% goal by 2030 by not creating the
methane in the first place — exactly the way we are working to prevent
landfill emissions by diverting organic waste.
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