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Dear Ms. Lwimgston: :
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amount of wetlands, forests and other workmg lands that require protection from conversion as
' temperaturES warm and human populations shift to the cooler coastal region. Assistance will also be
needed to improve the air, water and heaith of large populations of disadvantaged persons in urban
communities, particularly W|th=n Southern California and the San Francisce Bay. The Conservancy’s
experience and track record are very much in line with what is needed to expeditiously implement
- strategies.in the coastal reg;on to protect carbon rich coastal ecosystems, forest and working tands, and
to maximize urban greening and other pm}ects that benefit disadvantaged communities. '

Our concern with the Draft investment Plan is that it would resultin a dispropomonatefy low allocation

of revenues to the coastal and San Francisco Bay regions relative to the significant benefits that can be
~ achieved by acting now to protect wetlands, working lands and other natural resources that sequester -

carbon while providing multiple co- benefits to humans and wildlife. Tidal wetiands'éequester carbon

‘while mitigating the impacts of sea level rise by buffering development and dissipating storm surge and ~

wave energy associated with storm events. Restoring and protecting these wetlands and adjacent
buffer lands now.will increase their resilience and longevity with a rising sea level. These projects can
take decades to complete; but Conservancy-supported planning is nearing completion for many critical. .
sites, such as at.the South Bay Salt Ponds, the Bel Marin Key's wetland, Dutch Slough, and Ormond. -
Beach. Auction revenues are needed to complete these projects to deliver benefits in the short and .
longer term. In addition to helping to meet AB 32’s carbon reduction goals, these and other pro;ects in
various stages of planning or im plementation, will provide co-benefits of flocd protectfon, endangered '
species habitat, and publ:c reereat:onai opportunmes near urban populatlons

The Envestment Plan ldentlﬁes other si‘atew:de agency programs that couid potentially support
implementation of high pnority emission reduction strateg:es within the coastal region. However the.

. combination of hugh ‘coastal tand costs and the Conservancy’s track record of accomplishments within
the coastal region have sometimes resulted in other agencies focusing their resources within other
geographic regions that are underserved. The Conservancy has the programmatic authority, a strategic
plan, a Ciimate Ready program, and a track record of implementing climate smart strategies that are
needed to assure that with auction revenues it will be mstrumentai in helping achieve the 2020
reduction limits and well as the 2050 goals.

Thank you for your consideration,
Sincerely,

Sam Schuchat
Executive Officer



