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[bookmark: _GoBack]The following comments are in response to the California Air Resources Board white paper, “Scoping Next Steps for Evaluating the Potential Role of Sector-based Offset Credits Under the California Cap-and-trade Program, including from Jurisdictional “Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation” Programs, published October 19th, 2015 and workshop that took place on October 28th, 2015 in Sacramento, CA.
“We are not apart from nature, we are a part of nature.  
 To save nature is to save us.-Prince Ea

[image: ]Climate Change: A  Global Challenge with California Leading on Solutions

People around the world – from business leaders to artists, mothers, fathers, and the Pope – are understanding the critical challenge of climate change and the urgency of the need to take action now.  Human ingenuity and adaptation can only go so far within a reasonable time frame.  Fortunately, we have a solution that works now as well as the institutional framework for implementing and financing forest conservation and management as a means of climate change mitigation:  The UN negotiated Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation, REDD+.  orests cover 30% of the Earth’s land area and about 1.6 billion people rely directly on forest resources for their livelihoods[footnoteRef:1]. They are some of the most spectacular landscapes on the planet and our greatest ally in regulating climate. Since the onset of human civilization, however, deforestation has led to the destruction of nearly half of the world’s trees, and what should be our greatest means of carbon storage has become the second largest emitter of greenhouse gases[footnoteRef:2]. [1: ]  [2: ] 


Destroying trees for commodity production, cattle grazing, and for local livelihoods has reduced the world’s forests capacity to absorb and store carbon dioxide. As we face the most critical challenge of our time – climate change – the science is clear: the single most important thing one can do to is to keep trees standing.And the progression of REDD+ toward larger scales and increased integration with jurisdictional development has signaled a maturity and focus on long-term sustainability.  
Now more than ever, the science is clear: the single most important thing a government, a corporation, or an individual can do to take climate action now is to keep trees standing.
Code REDD supports the conclusions of the REDD+ Offsets Working Group and supports the California Air Resources Board’s interest in continuing to pursue sector-based offsets such as REDD+ for inclusion California’s cap and trade program.  REDD+ inclusion in California’s cap and trade system is an important step for scaling reliable finance for forest conservation as a critical and necessary mitigation activity.


Code REDD applauds California’s leadership on climate policy and REDD+. With the introduction of sector-based offset credits from jurisdictional REDD+ programs, California is poised to be the global leader on forest conservation, and California’s leadership has the ability to send signals to carbon markets and to REDD+ countries in need of sustainable funding. 

Code REDD supports the inclusion of REDD+ credits via Monitoring, Reporting, and Verification standards that ensure quality offsets are delivered.  As stated by the Verified Carbon Standard in their comments to the CARB, “This will be needed to ensure atmospheric integrity, maintain confidence in California’s Cap-and-Trade Program, and attract business interest and market investment in the sector.” We agree that the CARB require or give preference to credits that are issued under jurisdictional programs that employ proven, international best-practice accounting and crediting frameworks like VCS Jurisdictional and Nested REDD+ (JNR).  Acre, Brazil, whose views were presented October 28th, have already incorporated the VCS JNR Framework.

Code REDD reiterates its experience that the private sector, including the business and investment communities in California and abroad, as well as civil society, support REDD+.  In 2013, Code REDD released its private sector letter of support for REDD+ that included regulated California companies such as Pacific Gas and Electric as well as major consumer facing brands such as Disney.  Further, in April 2015 Code REDD launched its Stand for Trees crowdfunding platform and has since transacted nearly 45,000 tonnes of REDD+ credits to individual purchasers.  This demonstrated citizen and corporate support for REDD+ is a powerful signal to California’s legislature that there is widespread popular support for forest conservation as a means of climate change mitigation and that the world’s forests are relevant to them.

Further REDD+, in the context of current standards and best practices, can have a transformational and positive impact on indigenous and local communities.  Several REDD+ projects around the globe are even owned and managed by local and indigenous communities. REDD+ is a proven model for sustainable economic development that advances the newly minted Sustainable Development Goals.  REDD+ harnesses a new model for development - one that challenges the traditional donor model and empowers indigenous and local communities to articulate a low carbon development path for themselves.









About Code REDD
[image: ]
Code REDD is a non-profit organization that advocates for forest conservation as a means of climate change mitigation through the United Nations international framework for forest monitoring and management called Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation, or REDD+. We believe supporting REDD+ projects is the most important action an individual, corporation, or government can take to protect the most beautiful and important ecosystems in the world while reducing greenhouse gas emissions, empowering local and indigenous communities, and protecting threatened wildlife.


How We Work

Code REDD 

Indigenous and Local Communities: Code REDD Project Code of Conduct
[image: ]
Code REDD’s Code of Conduct prioritizes the rights and roles of indigenous and local communities living in and around project areas. These communities are the first line of defense against the economic incentives driving deforestation in threatened forests.  Our project developers work closely with the indigenous and local communities to ensure equitable benefit-sharing and a long-term commitment to sustainable land use.



Code REDD supports the inclusion of REDD+ credits via MRV stands that ensure quality offsets are delivered. ARB has the ability to set the standard for how accounting frameworks are Jurisdictional and Nested REDD (JNR), and Code REDD recommends that this be a requirement for credits issued. Acre, Brazil, whose views were presented October 28th, have already incorporated the VCS JNR Framework, and are potentially following the ROW recommendations of California.

Businesses

Businesses are integral to transforming how the world values nature.  Companies that support REDD+ projects recognize the essential role forests play in regulating the global climate, protecting water supply, and preserving biodiversity. Their commitments to sustainable practices and though leadership are vital for scaling sustainable land use in forest ecosystems.  Code REDD engages with corporate champions and communicates the value of REDD+ to businesses through advocacy, events, and creative collaboration.

Governments

Governments are essential to regulating and managing land use around the world.  Political support for sound forest management and commitments to financing sustainable land use through REDD+ is critical. Code REDD communicates with local and national governments to educate and demonstrate citizen support for forest conservation and their role in climate change mitigation. 

We thank the California Air Resources Board for considering sectoral-based REDD+ offsets and protecting the people of California and the tropical forests in which all of humanity benefits. 
"It is an incalculable added pleasure to any one's sum of happiness if he or she grows to know, even slightly and imperfectly, how to read and enjoy the wonder- book of nature."
 -Theodore Roosevelt




 
Engaging Individuals Who Want To Take Action: Stand for Trees
The Stand for Trees crowdfunding platform protects the world's most spectacular forest landscapes and the communities and wildlife that call them home.  We inspire awareness of the value of forests through art, information, and technology while providing individuals with the opportunity to contribute to a sustainable income stream for high-impact forest conservation projects.


Student activists at Lexington High School in Massachusetts promote their Stand for Trees student group at the school’s club fair this Fall.








Global Citizens			  
[image: ]    

Regards,

Kate Levin
Executive Director, Code REDD




Prince Ea’s Dear Future generations: Sorry video, inspired by Stand for Trees, went viral on the internet after its debut on April 20th.  The video now has almost 85 million views on Facebook and over 1.5 million views on YouTube.   The youth activist has since taken the main stage at Sustainable Brands where he received a standing ovation for revolutionizing the way young people think and talk about climate change.





The Stand for Trees campaign is committed to 
protecting the world's most spectacular forest 
landscapes and the communities and wildlife that call them home. Our work creates a sustainable income stream for high-impact forest conservation projects, and we strive to inspire awareness of the value of forests through art, information, and technology. 


Our Values
Code REDD is passionate about communicating the value of forest ecosystems and generating financial support for the work of REDD+ projects around the globe. We believe in an inclusive approach to solving the climate change crisis and engage with all of the Earth’s shareholders, including indigenous communities, businesses, artists, and citizens.  

Code REDD works only with projects that meet the highest standards of excellence.  Projects must adhere to our Code of Conduct, and the REDD+ framework is based on a ‘pay for performance’ model.  Projects are rewarded for delivering verified emissions reductions and community benefits as verified by the VCS and CCBA standards.  

In the face of the most defining issue of our time, climate change, Code REDD has emerged and delivers on win-win solutions that benefit both communities and the environment. As such, Code REDD supports the Sustainable Development Goals as adopted by global leaders in September 2015.  Our work specifically advances SDG 13 Climate Action and SDG 15 Life on Land.







"It is an incalculable added pleasure to any one's sum of happiness if he or she grows to know, even slightly and imperfectly, how to read and enjoy the wonder- book of nature."
 -Theodore Roosevelt
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