
Liane M. Randolph, Chair
California Air Resources Board
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814

February 16, 2024

Re: ASPCA Comments on Proposed Low Carbon Fuel Standard Amendments (lcfs2024)

Dear Governor Newsom, Chair Randolph, and Members of the California Air Resources Board (CARB),

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments to the California Air Resources Board’s (the Board) 
Public Hearing to Consider Proposed Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) Amendments. This is a great 
opportunity to enhance California’s efforts and commitment to mi ga ng the climate crisis, establishing 
the future we envision for our environment, economy, and communi es – for people and animals alike. 
If our vision is for a resilient, thriving, and equitable future, it is impera ve that we con nue to reflect 
upon what we can do be er, take a cri cal eye to business as usual, and incen vize the transi on to a 
more humane and sustainable future.

Founded in 1866, the ASPCA® (The American Society for the Preven on of Cruelty to Animals®) was the 
first animal welfare organiza on to be established in North America and today serves as the na on’s 
leading voice for vulnerable and vic mized animals. As a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corpora on with more 
than two million supporters na onwide and over 200,000 supporters in California, the ASPCA is 
commi ed to preven ng cruelty to dogs, cats, equines, and farm animals throughout the United States.

Originally intended as a tool to combat climate pollu on in the transporta on sector, the LCFS has 
become one of the na on's largest and most lucra ve pollu on trading enterprises for factory farm 
biogas. This shi  has inadvertently perpetuated harmful outcomes rather than serving its original 
environmental objec ves. By offering yet another revenue stream, the LCFS is driving the construc on of 
more factory farms and factory farm biogas projects in states far from California, causing significant harm 
to animals, air, water, public health, rural economies, and overall quality of life. Current prac ces in the 
LCFS, such as “avoided methane credi ng” and poten ally inaccurate life cycle assessments, not only 
enable pollu on but dispropor onately harm low-income communi es and communi es of color where 
factory farms are o en located. 

In order to address these issues with the proposed LCFS, the ASPCA asks you to consider the following 
reforms to the LCFS:

1. Eliminate "avoided methane credi ng" in 2024.



 

2. Address the poten al for inaccuracies in the Life Cycle Assessment that ignore associated up and 
downstream greenhouse gas emissions from factory farm gas produc on. 

3. Remove the 10-year "grace period" for factory farm gas producers. 
4. Stop the poten al for “double coun ng” by allowing factory farm gas projects paid for and 

claimed by other programs to sell LCFS credits as well. 

CARB holds a pivotal opportunity this year to adopt new rules that align the LCFS with California's 
environmental jus ce commitments. Environmental jus ce, zero emission, and climate advocates have 
presented a clear alterna ve to the current policies that heap lavish rewards on the biggest polluters 
through the Comprehensive EJ Scenario. We urge CARB to adopt those recommenda ons and heed the 
communi es in the state with the most significant exposure to air pollu on.  

We implore you to lead the charge in crea ng a resilient, thriving, and equitable future. Now is the me 
to reform the LCFS to protect communi es most affected by its current flaws. Your decisive ac on in this 
cri cal ma er will demonstrate your con nued commitment to bold climate ac on rooted in jus ce.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments for the Public Hearing to Consider Proposed Low 
Carbon Fuel Standard Amendments. For any ques ons or follow-up, please contact Bri any Benesi at 
bri any.benesi@aspca.org.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Bri any Benesi  
Senior Legisla ve Director, California  
American Society for the Preven on of Cruelty to Animals 


