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Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment
47 Kearny Street, Suite 804, San Francisco, CA 94108   tel 415-346-4179   fax 415-346-8723   www.crpe-ej.org

March 28, 2014
California Air Resources Board
Via Electronic Submittal
Re: Rice Cultivation Projects Compliance Offset Protocol
California Air Resources Board Members:
These comments are submitted on behalf of the Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment (CRPE).  CRPE is a national non-profit environmental justice organization that provides legal and technical assistance to grassroots groups in low-income communities and communities of color fighting environmental hazards.  We urge the Board to cancel the Rice Cultivation Projects Compliance Offset Protocol and all existing and proposed Compliance Offset Protocols under the Cap and Trade Regulation.
Offsets harm Californians and do not serve the goals of AB 32 to reduce co-pollutants and greenhouse gas pollutants while maximizing the benefits to California.  Offsets send the benefits of pollution reduction to other states or countries, leaving Californians to suffer the health effects of facilities that continue to pollute.  Overwhelmingly the communities that suffer the most are low income communities of color; communities that we have served for over 25 years.  On their behalf, we ask you to consider the health and well-being of Californian communities and stop approving offsets that send pollution reductions out of state.
Sincerely, 

Sofia Parino
Senior Attorney
   Providing Legal & Technical Assistance to the Grassroots Movement for Environmental Justice
      Ralph Santiago Abascal (1934-1997) Director 1990-1997                      Luke W. Cole (1962-2009) Executive Director 1997-2009
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