
LOCAL GHG MITIGATION
FOR CEQA & CAP USING SUSTAINABLE LAND 

INITIATIVE

ANDY MUTZIGER - Planning Division Manager, SLO County APCD
MICHAEL LARCHER – Executive Director, Upper Salinas-Las Tablas Resource 

Conservation District

BEET THE HEAT
Air Quality & Climate Change Workshop - Part 1



TIPS & RESOURCES

5 Session - Webinar Series
Balance: Getting to carbon neutrality through sequestration & offsets

 Carbon Markets: The Basics
 Carbon Markets: Supply-side Considerations
 Carbon Markets: Demand-side Considerations
 *Beyond Carbon Markets: Holistic & Integrated Projects and Stewardship
 Carbon Markets: Bringing it all Together
 Resources Supporting Session Topics

SLO County APCD 2023 CEQA GHG Guidance & Thresholds
 Recommends local GHG mitigation for threshold exeedances – 2025 Update Project

 * US-LT RCD’s Sustainable Land Initiative – GHG reduction/Carbon sequestration projects
 WattCarbon – Built Environment Retrofits

https://sbco.mysocialpinpoint.com/carbon-sequestration/carbon-sequestration-home
https://sbco.mysocialpinpoint.com/carbon-sequestration/carbon-sequestration-page-3
https://storage.googleapis.com/slocleanair-org/images/cms/upload/files/2023UpdatedSLOCountyAPCDCEQA-GHG_Guidance%26Thresholds-FINAL-StandAloneVersion.pdf
https://www.us-ltrcd.org/sustainable-land-initiative-ec3829e
https://www.wattcarbon.com/


The Sustainable Land Initiative

Using digitalization to create verifiable GHG reduction projects on natural and working 
lands



Sustainable Land Initiative (SLI) Process

By standardizing what RCDs already do and digitizing the process, the SLI is drastically increasing the speed at 
which landowners adopt sustainable land practices in line with NRCS conservation practices. 

Submit an intake form Consistently document and quantify 
practices

Accelerated implementation



Carbon Farm Plan Development 
Pulling data from the F2 database into templates reduces operating costs and drastically accelerates Carbon 
Farm Plan creation.

Standard data captured in SLI One click template generation Final Carbon Farm Plan

Note – Using this methodology, USLTRCD has reduced 
Carbon Farm Planning from 12 months to 2 days. 

We have developed 14 CFPs and will develop an additional 
11 in the next 6 months. 



Inventory of GHG reducing projects
We now have an inventory of shovel ready projects with verifiable greenhouse gas reductions. Tracked and 
monitored within a digital system of record.  



RCDs are California’s Best Kept Secret… No Longer
In November USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack unveiled that the Sustainable Land Initiative was selected as an 
Innovation Sprint for AIM for Climate to help drive climate resilience and combat climate change. 



What’s in store for 2025
In 2025 six districts will be using SLI to accelerate sustainable land practice adoption and new digitized solutions 
will facilitate rapid grant administration and reimbursement. 

Zoom into any 
groundwater 

district

RCDs on SLI
1. Upper Salinas-Las Tablas RCD
2. Coastal San Luis RCD
3. Cachuma RCD
4. Ventura RCD
5. Glenn Co RCD
6. San Mateo RCD

New Digitized Processes
• GRASS-C Sustainable Cannabis Certification (live)
• Equipment Rental
• Grant Management



Andy Mutziger | Division Manager - Planning & Grants
SLO County Air Pollution Control District
(805) 781-5956 VM • amutziger@co.slo.ca.us 
https://www.slocleanair.org/rules-regulations/land-use-ceqa/ceqahandbook.php

Michael Larcher| Executive Director
US-LT Resource Conservation District 
larcher@us-ltrcd.org
https://www.us-ltrcd.org/sustainable-land-initiative-ec3829e
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QUESTIONS?

https://www.slocleanair.org/rules-regulations/land-use-ceqa/ceqahandbook.php
mailto:larcher@us-ltrcd.org
https://www.us-ltrcd.org/sustainable-land-initiative-ec3829e
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