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	Mary Nichols

	Chairman
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	Sacramento, CA 95814


Dear Ms. Nichols:
We are pleased to hear about the California Air Resources Board (CARB) efforts to complete a 2013 Update to the 2008 AB 32 Scoping Plan, resulting from implementation of Assembly Bill 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006.  The Pacific Southwest Region of the U.S. Forest Service submits the following written comments for your consideration as you develop your update.  We have recently provided detailed comments in a related proceeding before the CARB, the Cap-n-Trade Auction Proceeds Investment Plan, which provides a very important mechanism for achieving the greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction goals of AB 32. Specifically, we provided oral testimony on four occasions earlier this year and also submitted written comments for the record on both April 23, 2013, and March 6, 2013.

We appreciate the continuing work of your staff in the subsequent revisions of the Cap-n-Trade Investment Plan, particularly related to the inclusion and expansion of Forests and Ecosystem Management in Appendix B as Investments Recommended for Consideration.  Investments in forest restoration can significantly help offset the rate of human-caused carbon emissions.  We ask that you consider the same as you develop your 2013 Update, and emphasize the role of healthy forests and ecosystems in meeting the GHG reduction goals of AB 32. 
The Pacific Southwest Region of the Forest Service manages 20 million acres, about one-fifth of the state. These lands deliver over half of the state’s clean surface water.  Many of these forests are at risk to large fires, pests and diseases, and we recognize a need to restore 6-9 million acres.  Our intent is to increase our pace-and-scale of ecological restoration from 200,000 acres per year to 500,000 acres per year.  Additionally, we assist in managing an additional 16 million acres of state and private forests. Forest restoration activities on all lands, such as forest thinning and fuels reduction, reduce GHG emissions by reducing air pollution created by forest fires.  The long-term effects of these practices also increase carbon sequestration by creating healthy, resilient forests and stable carbon sinks.  Production of heat and power from woody biomass reduces emissions and sequesters carbon by replacing fossil fuels with a renewable energy source.  There are also many economic benefits.  Accelerated forest restoration, retention of existing biomass infrastructure and development of new community-scale biomass energy facilities such as envisioned through the passage of Senate Bill (SB) 1122 provide some of the best ways to create jobs to benefit rural, economically disadvantaged communities. 
In previous comments on the Cap-n-Trade Auction Proceeds Investment Plan, we included a proposal that will meet the goals of AB 32, provide significant benefits in GHG reduction (8 million metric tons by 2050), and create jobs in rural communities.  Our proposal focused on the utilization of forest biomass resulting from forest treatment activities and consisted of three components:  community-scale biomass facility start-up funding, a fuels delivery transportation incentive, and forest treatments (management, restoration, fuels reduction, and fire protection).  This proposal can be seen at:  http://www.arb.ca.gov/lists/com-attach/258-ghgreductfund13-AndQJVYxUHAGX1U2.zip.

The Scoping Plan for AB 32 identified five key forestry sector opportunities for additional GHG reductions.  We support work in all of these sectors, including forest conservation, forest stand improvement, reforestation and afforestation, urban forestry and fuels management.  We also support restoration of all lands, including public and private forested lands, because natural processes are not contained within political boundaries.  Accelerated forest restoration will lead to accelerated achievement of AB 32 goals, including reductions in GHG emissions.  We think it is critical for California to emphasize forest restoration in the 2013 Update. 
Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions, please contact Bruce Goines, Ecosystem Services Leader, (707) 562-8910, or bgoines@fs.fed.us. 
Sincerely,

	

	/s/ Randy Moore

	RANDY MOORE

	Regional Forester


cc:  Michael Tollstrup

California Air Resources Board

1001 "I" Street

Sacramento

CA 95814   
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