[image: image1.png]




February 14, 2008

Dear Sirs,
Regarding the Airborne Toxic Control Measure to Reduce Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products, we would like to make the following comments:

1. We notice that MDF moldings are not considered to be part of the definition of “Medium density fiberboard (MDF)”, thus it is considered to be a “Finished good” and not a “Composite wood product”. Therefore, we understand that producers of MDF moldings are considered to be “Fabricators” and not “Manufacturers”.
We think the ATCM is not clear enough in describing what a “Laminated product” is. In the case of our MDF moldings, we use a Jesso coating as a primer for all of them. Should we consider our MDF moldings to be a “Laminated product” since the primer can be considered to be affixed to our product?
Laminated products produced by fabricators don’t need to comply with section 93120.3(b) regarding third party certification. However the ATCM states that a fabricator manufacturing composite wood products exclusively for use by the fabricator in making finished goods, must comply with all requirements for manufacturers (section 93120.3), except for section 93120.3(e).
We think that for a fabricator that manufactures composite wood products exclusively to produce laminated products, there is no certainty on whether being required to comply or not with section 93120.3.
2. For foreign fabricators that manufacture composite wood products used to produce finished goods, we think that it is unnecessary to require these CWP to comply with the ATCM standards. Instead, we think that the standard should apply to the final goods being introduced into California. Formaldehyde emissions are reduced from the time the composite wood products are produced until they are finally transformed into finished goods and shipped.

This is the case of our MDF boards being used in the manufacturing of primed MDF moldings. After production, MDF boards stay stored in our warehouses for at least 30 days before they are used to produce primed MDF moldings, reducing formaldehyde emissions during that period. Then, it is not before 30 days from the date of production, that our MDF moldings reach our distributors’ warehouses in California, increasing the ventilation time and again reducing formaldehyde emissions. In total, from the time MDF boards are produced until MDF moldings reach California, there is at least a 2 months period in which the amount of formaldehyde released to the air has decreased.

At our facilities we constantly monitor the content of formaldehyde of our MDF moldings. Samples are taken before packaging and after the primer is applied, to have a closer estimation of what the final customer will be perceiving. At this stage is where we think the tests should be done, since formaldehyde emissions are known to be reduced in time.
We appreciate this opportunity to comment the ATCM, and request that you take the above mentioned into serious consideration.
Sebastian Fernandez

Planning Engineer

Paneles Arauco
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