Dr Robert Sawyer, Chairman

California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

P.O.Box 2815

Sacramento CA, 95812

Dear Dr Sawyer :

RE : Comments on the Proposed Air Toxic Control Measure For Formaldehyde in Composite Wood Products

Our Company, CDM Decor Papers Inc. is a Manufacturer of papers and films that are laminated on different substrates such as Particle boards, MDF and others. These in turn are cut and transformed into finished products such as furniture, Kitchen Cabinets and Closet organisers. 

We are quite disappointed by the proposed rule suggesting extremely low emission levels of Formaldehyde emissions causing our industry to spend in the order of $ 2,5 billion to meet a regulation unsubstantiated by research. In fact, recent credible research around the world including the US EPA and Health Canada shows that there is virtually no risk to the population of California from Industry products in the manner they are produced and used by consumers.

Compounding this issue, we are concerned about the potential of non conforming imports landing in California from offshore. If this legislation is to pass, we should at least expect to be competitive with imports. We have witnessed a continued influx of Asian imports of furniture into North-America over the past 20 years which culminated in over 50 % of bedroom furniture coming from China. The new rules will make it even harder for our industry to defend against offshore manufacturers. This will lead to additional lost jobs in N-A and the erosion of a strong Industry solidly entrenched particularly in the West Coast.

Like any concerned citizen, we applaud any effort to better our conditions of life. We suggest that any new regulation to that effect be supported by solid research, allows for level playing field competition and limits the negative impact on our Economy. It is our belief that the proposed regulation fails to accomplish these goals.

CDM Decor Papers Inc. hereby fully support the position of the California Wood Industry Coalition 

( CWIC) recommendations to adjust the phase II emission level limits as well as other recommendations allowing for a competitive environment and minimal transformation costs. This will accomplish the CARB objectives without placing unrealistic and unnecessary burdens on industry.   

Sincerely

Pierre-Yves Couture

President & CEO

