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November 14, 2006

Clerk of the Board






November 14, 2006

Air Resources Board






1001 I Street

P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, California  95812

Subject:  Rubber & Vinyl Protectant Definition

Dear Clerk of the Board,

SEM Products, Inc. is a manufacturer of premier coatings for the automobile industry, with a heavy emphasis on coatings for the interior components of automobiles.  These coatings (aerosol and non-aerosol) are primarily designed for repair of existing interior surfaces, but also are used for changing colors, or coating an uncoated replacement component being installed in the auto.  SEM appreciates the opportunity to comment on the current proposed regulations. Our comments are only focused on the Rubber and Vinyl Protectant definition change.

Our major concern is that the proposed definition as currently worded, may categorize some of our products, which are aerosol coatings, as a protectant.  Furthermore, in reviewing the Technical Support Document on page V-12 the statement “All products for “Vinyl” (e.g. for car interiors) would be Rubber/Vinyl Protectant” clearly encompasses our product.  Our product lines – Colorcoat and Classiccoat - have been in the aerosol coating regulation since its adoption.

This proposed change will substantially affect our current product in the market.  This proposed change does not add clarity, it truly further confuses the issue.  If this change is adopted, products like ours will be re-categorized as protectants without the proper due process.  They are in fact film forming products – coatings -- meant to repair or refurbish automotive interior components.  Aerosol Coatings will be in the next survey, and we respectfully request that this issue be deferred until that time.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of this issue.  

Sincerely,

Steve Gaver

Technical Director

SEM Products, Inc.

704 716 8541

sgaver@sem.ws
cc:  Robert D. Fletcher, P.E., Division Chief, Stationary Source Division


Robert D. Barham, Ph.D., Assistant Division Chief, Stationary Source Division


Janette M. Brooks, Chief, Air Quality Measures Branch, Stationary Source Division

David Mallory, Manager, Measures Development, Stationary Source Division


Rick Menze, President, SEM Products, Inc.


Steve Fussy, VP Sales and Marketing, SEM Products, Inc.
