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BLOOD CENTERS OF CALIFORNIA

December 7, 2009
Mary Nichols

Chair, California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, CA 95812

RE: Agenda #9-10-8

Final Statement of Reasons – Agency response to Comments 753 and 754
Dear Chairwoman Nichols:
The Blood Centers of California (BCC) represent the 18 non-profit and governmental blood centers in California and we provide over 90% of the blood and blood products required in the state. Each center is individually incorporated and operates separately within the various regions of California, BCC as a member organization exists to promote the activities and interests of California’s independent, community based blood centers. It is important to note that as health care providers our mission is to provide life saving blood and blood products; we want our environment and quality of life to be the highest it can be as our donors come from communities throughout California.  

We made a number of comments on the diesel regulations prior to their approval and have had a number of conversations with staff regarding available funding packages including the comments referenced in the Final Statement of Reasons.  While we are classified as “Unique Vehicles” and as such have until 
2021 to replace our vehicles provided we meet the PM reduction requirements, it still appears we do not

have access to financial assistance. As noted our mobiles are not classified as trucks or trailers or are even mentioned in the Technical Support document. We reviewed the information on PLACE and while the listing of eligible vehicles appears more expansive, we still do not appear to be eligible for funding under “What can I use my loan for?”
We meet the criteria for the small business designation but upon review of eligible purchases with loan proceeds, it appears we are not included:

Used and new tractors equipped with 2007 – 2009 model year engines certified to engine emission standards of 1.20 g/bhp-hr NOx and 0.01 g/bhp-hr PM or cleaner;
New tractors equipped with 2010 and later model year engines certified to engine emission standards of 0.20 g/bhp-hr NOx and 0.01 g/bhp-hr PM or cleaner;
New 2011 and later model year sleeper cab tractors that are U.S. EPA SmartWay certified (only applicable if the tractor is used to haul a 53-foot or longer box-type trailer);

New 2011 and later model year 53-foot or longer box-type trailers that are U.S. EPA SmartWay certified;
U.S. EPA Approved SmartWay aerodynamic technologies (examples: trailer side skirts, front trailer fairings, rear tail fairings, dual- or single-wide low-rolling resistance tires);

ARB-verified diesel emission control devices (exhaust retrofits).

In an effort to determine if our mobiles fit within “the range of technologies eligible for financing” a call was placed to the diesel hotline but as of this correspondence there has been no call back or additional information we could access. 
While our vehicles are covered under the December 2008 regulations, our low mileage appears to hinder our ability to gain assistance in purchasing new vehicles which meet the regulations. We understand that high mileage vehicles are the critical issue in addressing pollution but in spite of our low mileage we still have to comply with the regulations. Our costs to replace our vehicles are as high if not higher than those for commercial vehicles; shouldn’t there be opportunities to access financial assistance just as the higher mileage vehicles?






Respectfully,







Lydia C. Bourne







Legislative Advocate

C: Governor Schwarzenegger

