December 8, 2009

Chairman Mary Nichols and Members
California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, CA 95812

Re: Strong Support For CARB Statewide Truck And Bus Regulation
Dear Chairman Nichols and Members of the Board,

The undersigned health and medical organizations and public health professionals strongly support the
California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) landmark rule — the Statewide Truck And Bus Regulation —
that will cut 80 percent of carcinogenic diesel soot from all the big rig trucks on California roads and
highways over the next decade. Our health professionals see firsthand the direct effects of diesel
pollution in increased asthma attacks and illnesses that lead to doctor and emergency room visits.
California needs this regulation to save lives today and protect our most impacted communities.

CARB must move forward now to clean up diesel engines and protect public health. While there have
been calls to delay state diesel regulations until the economy recovers, such inaction would cause
serious public harm and suffering. A large body of scientific literature has clearly established the link
between diesel pollution and premature death and illness. Diesel pollution sickens and kills thousands
of residents annually in California, and disproportionately impacts our poorest and most vulnerable
individuals including seniors, people with heart or lung disease, children and infants. The state’s
sensible rules to reduce toxic soot pollution over time will protect lives and save California far more
than it will cost.

Pollution from diesel buses and trucks comprises the largest source of cancer-causing emissions in
California, making them the top air pollution-related cancer risk for state residents. In addition to
aggravating a variety of respiratory and cardiovascular illnesses and contributing to thousands of
hospitalizations each year, exposure to the toxic air contaminants contained in diesel exhaust has also
been linked to developmental harm to fetuses, decreased lung growth and development in children, and
other serious health and reproductive problems. Diesel truck drivers are especially at risk, and are 1.5
to 2 times more likely to develop lung cancer, as compared to workers not exposed to diesel exhaust.

The benefits of the diesel bus and truck rule cannot be overstated. The regulation will prevent 9,400
premature deaths, 950,000 lost workdays, 150,000 cases of asthma-related and other lower respiratory
symptoms, and 3,000 hospital admissions over the next 15 years. These health benefits translate into a
savings to the state between $48 and $68 billion, a savings more than nine times greater than the cost
of the rule.



Strong government policies to control harmful emissions from trucks and buses are critical to saving
lives and improving health. But more importantly, this regulation is needed to address health
inequities in low income communities and communities of color who pay the highest price in terms of
‘increased risk of death and illness caused by proximity to busy roads and freeways.

We support the California Air Resources Board’s strong actions to regulate diesel pollution and
oppose any attempts to roll back these life-saving regulations.
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