July 12, 2008
James Goldstene, Executive Officer

California Air Resources Board

1001 “I” Street

P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA  95812

Dear Mr. Goldstene:

We write on behalf of the Natural Resources Defense Council, Union of Concerned Scientists, Coalition for Clean Air, American Lung Association of California, Sierra Club California, Long Beach Alliance for Children with Asthma, Communities for Clean Ports and our more than 470,000 California members in support of the proposed regulation, with the proposed 15-day changes, to reduce emissions from heavy duty diesel powered trucks at California ports and intermodal rail yards (the “Port Truck” rule).   The proposed changes to this rule maintain its function as a critical step in reducing the staggering health toll port truck pollution takes on harbor-side communities, communities adjacent to rail yards, and the truck drivers themselves. 

We are greatly appreciative of staff’s analysis of intermodal rail yards beyond the 80-mile radius of marine ports.  Specifically, we strongly support the broadened definition of intermodal rail yards beyond the 80-mile radius that are significant, as discussed by board members during the December 2007 hearing and defined by 100 or more average daily drayage truck visits.  This definition will ensure adequate protections to those living near or otherwise impacted by growing intermodal rail yards in the Inland Empire, San Joaquin Valley and other regions.
We would like to note that the proposed changes that diminish labeling and record keeping requirements are of concern relative to enforcement of the regulation. Thorough enforcement and accountability are critical to ensuring the public health benefits of diesel clean-up rules and providing an even playing field for businesses.  Therefore, given the lessened requirements, CARB will have to be even more vigilant in enforcement planning and monitoring.  

Thank you for your continued attention to and support for this important regulation.  

Sincerely, 

Diane Bailey

Natural Resources Defense Council

Don Anair

Union of Concerned Scientists

Martin Schlageter
Coalition for Clean Air

Bonnie Holmes-Gen

American Lung Association of California

Bill Magavern

Sierra Club California

Elina Green, MPH

Long Beach Alliance for Children with Asthma

Rupal Patel
Communities for Clean Ports

cc:  Mike Tollstrup, Chief, Project Assessment Branch, Stationary Source Division
Mike Miguel, Manager, Project Support Section, Project Assessment Branch, SSD
