
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jan et Santos Cobb 
P.-esidc11/ 

Tc>111 Ga1nan 

\'ice PrcsiJ~nl 

Lesa i\ \cDo na ld Clrnn 
Secrclary/ Tn1l1st1ri:?r 

Carol Baird 
Lynn Barris 

Micl,ael Beel, 
Kelly McDonald 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Norn1 a Assam 

Lucian Hlazcj 
Pelcr Elias 
)0!111 Evarts 
Jin1 Folsom 
Bonnie Gendron 
Ire ne T subacla Ocnnain 

Lawrence ] . Grossman 

Jane J-1 agedorn 
Nei l JlavU 
Slierri I iodncficlcl 
)0!111 1--lopbins 
Ricliarc\ Ibarra 
Sliaron Jolrnson 
Patric!, Kennedy 
Mel Lane 
Ellen Maldonado 
Sam Mills 
Bruce Pavlil, 
Catl,cri nc Rici, 
Jane l Russe l 
J. K. Sasabi 
Ginger Strong 
Sonia 'T'amez 

Jae!, Vari,rn 
Cl,arles '\\'la rren 
Ricl,ard Wilson 

TECHNICAL ADVISORS 

Roger Boddaerl 
Ron Cowan 

Rose111ary Dagit 

Rob Gross 
Walter /\ lark 
Doug i\ lcCreary 
Norm Pillsbury 
i\\alco\m Sproul 
Rici, Standiford 

Earth Share. 
C,C,,U .......... 

O ur mission is to protect and perpetuate nath·e oak w°ld/a11ds 
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September 27, 2007 

Mary Nichols, Chairman 
California Air Resources Board 
P.O. Box 2815 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

Re: Air Quality-Oak Woodlands 

Dear Chairman Nichols: 
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Attorney General Brown's recent $10 million mitigation settlement with 
ConocoPhillips, including $2.8 million for reforestation to sequester greenhouse 
gases, affirms that California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) reviews by 
cities and counties must consider long-term impacts due to emissions attributable 
to a change in land use, including significant impacts to oak woodlands. 

A key goal in the early implementation of the AB 32 forest protocols is to 
immediately counter climate change before a crisis point has been reached. 
Under the emissions reduction timeline established by AB 32, the most important 
changes in land use affecting carbon dioxide transfers to and from the atmosphere 
are those that increase or reduce forest land. 

The cutting and the burning of oak trees are separate carbon emissions, therefore 
both must be addressed in CEQA where significant impacts to oak woodlands 
occur. CEQA air quality questions include how much potential carbon 
sequestration will be lost due to oak seedling, sapling and tree impacts and how 
much sequestered carbon will be released if the impacted oaks are burned? 

Sincerely, 

~UIL 
Jaoet S. Cobb, President 
California Oak Foundation 

cc: Jeanne Panek, Forestry Lead 
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