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December 9, 2008
Ms. Mary D. Nichols
Chairman, California Air Resources Board
P. O. Box 2815
Sacramento, CA  95817
Subject: Proposed Heavy Duty Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Measure

Dear Ms. Nichols,
As a 2008 SmartWay Excellence Award recipient, Gordon Trucking, Inc. (GTI) has a proven track record of reducing emissions and continually improving the way it does business.  GTI strives to be an excellent environmental steward and is always looking for ways to reduce it’s  carbon footprint.

After reviewing the proposed heavy duty vehicle greenhouse gas emission reduction measure, as proposed by the California Air Resource Board (CARB), GTI is concerned with the direction that California is taking.  GTI is also concerned with the costs that CARB is using and feel that the costs do not even closely resemble what the true costs will be/are.
The technology, in the proposal, to be mandated upon the trucking industry, is not proven technology.  The technology may be proven, on a test track, however, real world results differ greatly from the costs and benefits that CARB is using to make their case.  

The technology adds 1,500-2000 pounds of weight to the equipment without offering any exemption for the additional weight.  The additional weight will mean less carrying capacity and will in turn mean more trucks and trailers required to move the same amount of freight.
GTI feels that letting the market determine implementation of aerodynamic devices or fuel efficient tires, vs. legislation to mandate these items, is the most effective manner for implementation.  As fuel prices rose, transportation companies, and those that use transportation companies, became very concerned about fuel economy and implementation of these and other fuel saving devices escalated.  The market works.  Let it continue to do so.

The SmartWay approved aerodynamic devices and fuel efficient tires do work, in certain applications, and within certain parameters, however, listed below, by device, are concerns that GTI has:
· Belly fairings:

· Reducing the drag of air striking the front of the tandem-axle and tires does improve fuel economy.

· Depending on the make/model, the belly fairing will drag on the ground and damage the fairing when backing in or pulling out of an angled dock.

· Fairings provide the best results when the tail end of the fairing is within 1-6 inches of the front tire of a tandem-axle trailer.  On a sliding, tandem-axle, when the tandem is moved to comply with bridge weight laws, the fuel economy benefit, on some fairings, is lost and we are left with carrying extra weight on a trailer.

· Damage to fairings, which will occur due to road debris, curbs, etc., will add additional cost to carriers.

· As written in the proposal, the trailer cannot be moved if the fairing is damaged.  This will mean either a road call to repair the damage or possibly towing the trailer in.

· There is a 200 to 500 pound weight gain by installing a belly fairing which will reduce hauling capacity.

· Nose fairing:

· The results of using a nose fairing will vary greatly based upon the gap between the back of the tractor and the front of the trailer.  If your tractor already carries the full aerodynamic package, and you do a good job of keeping the tractor-trailer gap to a minimum, the nose fairing will be of nominal/if any assistance.

· If you have been into drop yards or customer locations you will notice that trailers are parked head to tail in fairly close proximity to one another.  Nose fairing damage from backing the rear of one trailer into the front of another is very common.  This will add additional repair cost to carriers.
· There is a 50 to 150 pound weight gain by installing a nose fairing which will reduce hauling capacity.

· As written in the proposal, the trailer cannot be moved if the fairing is damaged.  This will mean either a road call to repair the damage or possibly towing the trailer in.

· Boat tail:

· You will not get any argument that reducing the vortex behind a trailer improves fuel economy.

· The boat tail designs that we have seen or evaluated are not easy/easy enough to deploy.  They will take man-hours each and every day.

· With the amount of accidents in truck stops and customers increasing every year, the extended length of the trailer, in some cases, will cause more trailer swing accidents.

· As written in the proposal, the trailer cannot be moved if the fairing is damaged.  This will mean either a road call to repair the damage or possibly towing the trailer in.
· Tires:

· Test track results may show the fuel economy of a particular tire at a particular speed, however, when you put the same tire into an over-the-road test, the results will vary greatly.

· As you improve the fuel efficiency of a tire, you diminish the traction of that tire as well.  Less friction will generally equate to less traction which equates to greater stopping distances and more accidents.  There is a balance between rolling resistance and fuel economy that needs to be maintained and needs to be considered by application.
· Wide-base tires are more fuel efficient, however, they are the same cost as two single tires and the longevity of the tread and the longevity of the casing are half that of a set of single tires.  Wide-base tires also require a different wheel.  The transition cost from eight-single tires to four-wide-base tires could cost from $3,000 - $5,000 per piece of equipment.

· The composition of the rubber determines the rolling resistance of the tire.  If the composition is harder, the rolling resistance is generally less, however, harder rubber composition does not handle impacts as well as softer rubber composition and therefore results in more failures on the road.
In the end, GTI feels that the transportation sector has borne more than its share of costs.  With the EPA mandated emissions standards changes in 2004, 2007 and with the upcoming 2010 change, the trucking industry has seen the cost of a truck increase by $20,000 - $30,000 and the fuel economy decline by 1 to 1.5 miles per gallon.  These are significant cost increases to the industry and they are increases that many have been unable to bear.
I thank you for your attention to this matter.  Please feel free to contact me at (253) 891-4379 with any questions.

Sincerely,

Kirk Altrichter

Vice President, Maintenance

Gordon Trucking, Inc.

151 Stewart Road SW

Pacific, WA  98047-2108
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