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  Quinn Company

   Post Office Box 226789

   Los Angeles, CA  90022-0489

June 3, 2011

Clerk of the Board

Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, CA  95814

RE: Truck and Bus Regulation

I would like to express several concerns with changes made in the 15-day modified text.

Section 2025(o)(2)(A).  I believe CARB is trying to make this more complicated than it really needs to be to ensure compliance.  In several other regulations the statements for compliance are more straight-forward and do not require reporting every time equipment is added.  To report to the Executive Officer every time a new vehicle is added to a fleet is too onerous.  I suggest you word this section similar to the reverse of 2025(o)(2)(B):

"If an existing fleet does not meet the requirements of section 2025(f) or 2025(g) when a vehicle is added to the fleet, the owner must file a report with the Executive Officer that demonstrates how the requirements of 2025(o)(2)(C)1 and 2 will be met within 30 days of the addition of the vehicle."

If you are concerned with this language allowing someone to add an older pre-1996 engine, you could use the following language:

"An existing fleet may not add a vehicle with an engine 1995 or older.  Additionally, a vehicle may not be added to the fleet that does not comply with section 2025(f) or 2025(g), and the requirements of 2025(o)(2)(C)(1) and 2".    

This latter suggestion would ensure that even if the BACT phase-in option were used, the fleet could not add any vehicle that did not meet the PM BACT portion of the regulation when it was required to by Tables 1 and 2.  It also prevents the introduction of older vehicles that would not need to comply with the PM BACT at all (the pre-1996s that only require replacement later). 

Section 2025(j)  This credit section is misleading.  All of the credits are tied only to the phase-in option.  Even more confusing is the "two-for-one" credit that was announced in an e-mail on 4/6/11.  The e-mail announcement states the credits can be taken as two-for-one with no limitations (i.e. no reference to being restricted to only the phase-in option).  However, the regulation as released for the 15-day only allows this credit only if the fleet uses the phase-in option to meet the BACT percentages (section 2025(j)).   Based upon the information in the e-mail copied at the end of this comment letter, a lot of people moved forward thinking this credit would also apply to owners using the straight BACT method.  

This “two-for-one” credit must be allowed for both the straight BACT method (Table 2) and the Phase-In option.  If not allowed for the straight BACT method, based upon the e-mail announcement, the public has been totally mislead.
Section 2025(d)(40)(B)  Our company delivers off-road machines, power equipment, rental equipment, and other construction-related materials to the construction industry, and we also service the construction machines and equipment.  Our operations are similar to those companies that hold a California State License Board license, yet we will not be able to take advantage of this extension for our construction vehicles (service trucks, tractors pulling low-boy trailers, water trucks, delivery vehicles, etc.).  Companies like ours typically would not have a California State License Board license because we are not bidding construction work.  In order to allow the extension to be equitable, the last part of this section needs to be worded as such:

“…, or a truck owned by a company that is registered in California that provides construction-related services to the construction industry.”

Additionally in this section “a tractor that exclusively pulls a low-boy trailer” is too broad.  As written, any low-boy could apply for this exemption.  I would suggest the following:

“a tractor that exclusively pulls a low-boy trailer carrying construction-related materials and equipment”

I appreciate your consideration of the suggested changes provided above.  If you have any questions, please call me at 562-463-6013.

Sincerely,
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Bob Shepherd

Manager – Emissions Solutions

CARB’s E-Mail Announcement of the “Two-for-One” PM Credit
(no reference to the credit only being allowed for the Phase-In option)

“mfricke@arb.ca.gov Sent by: owner-newsrel@listserv.arb.ca.gov04/06/2011 09:04 AM Please respond tomfricke@arb.ca.gov

 
To
post-newsrel@listserv.arb.ca.gov

cc


Subject
newsrel -- ARB announces special compliance option for California on-road diesel fleets

Purchase of particulate filter by May 1 earns early action credit

for another truck in fleet 

. 

California Air Resources Board 

News Release 

For Immediate Release

Release # 11-13

Date: April 6, 2011

ARB PIO: CONTACT:Mary Fricke

(916) 322-2990 or

(916) 322-2638

mfricke@arb.ca.gov

Karen Caesar

626-575-6725

kcaesar@arb.ca.gov

ARB announces special compliance option for California on-road

diesel fleets 

Purchase of particulate filter by May 1 earns early action credit

for another truck in fleet 

SACRAMENTO - 

ARB announces an early action compliance credit for trucking

fleets that install a particulate filter by July 1, 2011, or that

make a commitment to purchase a particulate filter by May 1,

2011.  By installing a particulate filter early on one truck, the

fleet will be able to delay compliance for a second truck in the

fleet until January 1, 2017.

The early action “buy-one-get-one-free” credit applies to heavier

trucks with a manufacturers gross vehicle weight rating of more

than 26,000 lbs. There is no limit on how many trucks in the

fleet can earn the early action credit.

“California fleets need to act now in order to take advantage of

this special offer to clean up their fleets so that they are

further along in complying with ARB’s diesel reduction

regulations,” said ARB Chairman Mary D. Nichols.  “Acting now not

only makes good business sense, it also means communities can

breathe cleaner air sooner.”  

Fleets that install a particulate matter filter by July 1, 2011,

will get the early action credit.  Fleets that have made the

commitment to purchase by May 1 and install the PM filter after

July 1, 2011, will still receive early action credit.    In

addition, the vehicle that is retrofitted would also be compliant

until 2020 regardless of engine model year.  Extra particulate

filter credits are not available for filters installed to comply

with other pre-existing ARB regulations or, if partially paid for

by public funding. 

Fleets are required to report information about all of their

heavier trucks that operate in California by January 31, 2012, to

use the phase-in option and to claim the early action credit plus

other credits.

On December 17, 2010, ARB made amendments to the Truck and Bus

regulations in order to offer businesses a variety of options to

comply with regulations to reduce soot from diesel engines while

assuring that California continues to meet its air quality

obligations and public health.

On December 11, 2008, ARB approved the Truck and Bus regulation

to control emissions from nearly all existing diesel powered

heavy-duty trucks and buses operating in California and became

effective under California law on January 8, 2010.  The

regulation applies to diesel fueled trucks and buses with a gross

vehicle weight rating greater than 14,000 lbs. that are privately

owned, federally owned, and to publicly and privately owned

school buses.  

Diesel exhaust contains a variety of harmful gases and over 40

other known cancer-causing compounds. In 1998, California

identified diesel particulate matter as a toxic air contaminant

based on its potential to cause cancer, premature death and other

health problems. In 2000, the ARB established California's Diesel

Risk Reduction Plan, which aims to reduce diesel emissions to 85

percent below 2000 levels by 2020.

For more information on the Truck and Bus regulation, go to

http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/onrdiesel/onrdiesel.htm or call

1-866-6DEISEL.”
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