February 12, 2009

Manisha Singh

Lead, Policy and Regulatory WG

California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, California 95812

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL:
mansingh@arb.ca.gov 

RE:
Draft Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) Regulation – January workshop 

Dear Ms. Singh:

My name is Dan Tenenblatt, and I am one of the owners of Wright Biofuels.  We produce quality biodiesel at a facility in San Jacinto, California with a 5 million gallon capacity.  Producing at that level requires between 10 and 15 employees in a town with little to no commercial activity in today’s economy.  As our feedstock, we utilize a waste product- used cooking oil from restaurants.

I write today to comment on the draft LCFS regulation as discussed at the January 30, 2009 workshop and to encourage an accelerated timeline for Biodiesel and other diesel alternatives.  

I appreciate the change made in the implementation timeline from the December workshop to begin implementation in 2011 but request more be done.  According to the California Energy Commission, California is using 43+million gallons of Biodiesel per year.  California has nine Biodiesel plants operating, with an estimated total production capacity of 63 million gallons per year; another 4 plants are idle and at least one is under construction.  The existing infrastructure is more than capable of meeting the demands of a one percent reduction in carbon intensity beginning January 2010.  Furthermore, according to the California Energy Commission, the current AB 118 investment plan will allocate funding towards the development of biodiesel blending and distribution infrastructure.  I strongly recommend ARB to revise the implementation timeline for the diesel fuel pool to include more aggressive decreases in carbon beginning in 2010.

I understand ARB’s interest in second generation biofuels and the potential that new feedstocks have for the future.  We are testing some of these feedstocks ourselves and agree that they could help California and the environment in the future.  Unfortunately, second generation biofuels are not yet commercially viable.  They exist only in universities and R&D labs, as they have for a number of years. 

We have the potential to reduce carbon emissions and produce cleaner air in California now, rather than waiting three to five years for second generation biofuels.  California has enough existing capacity to meet a one percent reduction in carbon intensity today.  The main stumbling block is that companies with trucking fleets are reluctant to deviate from the status quo, regardless of the success and emission reductions of biodiesel.  Accelerating the LCFS diesel implementation plan would be the gentle shove that California companies need to start reducing carbon emissions TODAY- not five to ten years from now.  
Thank you for your consideration of these comments.  Should you have any questions or need additional information please call me at 310-968-3634.  

Sincerely,

Dan Tenenblatt

Wright Biofuels

511 N. Dillon Ave.

San Jacinto, CA 92582

