Truck and Bus Rule Comments

Pertinent Definitions from Section 2025(d)

(47) “Low-use Vehicle” means a vehicle whose propulsion engine was operated in California for fewer than 1,000 miles and less than 100 hours during the preceding 12 month period from January 1 to the end of December. Such vehicles must have a properly functioning odometer and hour-meter installed at all times.

(58) “NOx Mileage Exempt Vehicle” is exempt from meeting NOx BACT in sections 2025(f) or (g), or the NOx fleet average in section 2025(h) during the compliance years specified in section 2025(p)(1), and section 2025(h) regardless of where the vehicle is operated and is limited to: 

(A) A heavy heavy-duty diesel vehicle that has a power take off system to perform work in a stationary mode, or a diesel yard truck that is operated fewer than 7,500 miles and less than 250 hours per year;

(B) A medium heavy-duty diesel vehicle that has a power take off system to perform work in a stationary mode that is operated fewer than 5,000 miles and less than 175 hours per year;

(C) A heavy heavy-duty diesel vehicle that does not have a power take off system to perform work in a stationary mode and is operated fewer than 7,500 miles per year, with no hours limitation; or

(D) A medium heavy-duty diesel vehicle that does not have a power take off system to perform work in a stationary mode and is operated fewer than 5,000 miles per year, with no hours limitation.
Comment No. 1

If equipment cannot utilize the low-use vehicle exemption above, because either the hours or mileage are above the above limits then there are opportunities to try and use the NOx mileage vehicle exemption to postpone the economic impact of the regulation. A NOx mileage exempt vehicle has to only meet the PM requirements for a specified window of time.

When reading these two definitions it becomes apparent why an hour and mileage limit are defined in the low use vehicle definition, because a piece of equipment may be driven less than 1,000 miles per year, but be equipped with a power take off system (PTO) that is used while the engine is on and the vehicle is stationary. This makes sense for vehicles with a PTO system, but not all on-road diesel vehicles have a PTO system, and as such may not have a functioning hour meter. BP proposes that the low-use vehicle definition be restructured similar to the NOx mileage exempt vehicle definition such that equipment that does not have a PTO system is only subject to a mileage limit, and vehicles that do have a PTO system are subject to the mileage and hour limits.

Comment No. 2

On some older equipment that have a PTO system there is no working hour meter, and while we can have them installed, we will not have the hour reading from January 1, 2010 to show low use or NOx mileage exemption for the 2010-2011 compliance year. BP believes there should be a mechanism in the rule to allow a fleet to install hour meters on equipment in 2010 it believes to be low-use and that already meet the mileage requirements of the low-use vehicle definition for that initial year.  The low-use determination made in 2010 would then be based on a pro-rated hour use.  The installed meters would then be used for verification annually thereafter.  BP suggests that there be a September 30th, 2010 deadline for meter installation to provide at least three months of data for the low-use determination.  This would enable stakeholders to make a smaller investment on hour meters within 2010 rather than replacing or retrofitting equipment that is low use or NOx exempt.  BP believes this meets the intent of the regulation and helps ease some of the economic burden.

Example of pro-ration:  An hour meter is installed in September, 2010 the 100 hour limit is modified so that for the initial year,  it must show hour readings that verify it has been run (12-9)/12x100 hrs= 25 hrs. 

