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March 22, 2607

A RATED

Cathering Witherspoon
Executive Officar

Califeriia Alr Resources Board
P.O. Box 2815

Sserameito, CA 95812

Bear Ms, Withitt spoon:

Thank you for taking the time to meet with us. We certainty recognize the challenges faced
Ly CARD tih eraftig a new Off-Road Dlesel Rule. While Tler 4 engines will eventuatly resolve
Lhis issue and achieve the necessary altainment Roals, the status quo is not a viabie option

in tho interim, as we must address the health ramil?ications associated with diesel emissions.

Granite's concarn is not with the goals of the draft Off Road Diesel Rule that have been
prasented, Bt rather with their realistic abillty tq achieve those goals, In our judgment,
the current draft relics too heavily on unproven retrofit technolagy. We also believe the
armorphioss natwre of the enforcement mechanisms contained in the draft rule relies tao
heavily on salf-reporting and that compliance problems will be inevitable,

The following are some spacific areas wheys we beﬁ'eve the proposed rule and the
asstirmions associated with it are ofi the marke :

Equipment Avallability—Few suppliers, questionable interface with existing equipment and
Systens, etc, Glven the limited scope and duration of the retrofit marketplace, it remains to

b soon whether manibfactiners Wwill be prepared to make the substantial fnvestment;
required to develop and prove out the technology ‘

|
.

WS, two (the Combiifilter and the Clealre Herlzon)iboth require a high voltage electrical
SOUCE Lo regonerate on A daily basis. We find this not compatible with our operzitions as
there is rarely such an electrical source fn our field pperations, This would require us to
purchase a nunber of exchanga filters and support trucks, hire support staff, and create
regencration facliitles to daity manage either one of these type units on our equipment.

The Huss filter appears to be more wser-friendly, but with it comes concern that these are
not practical and safo mils on the large equipment the industry typically uses in the State
of Calioraia. We would feel much more confident in the diesel particutate filtors if they
were betg offeread by the major manufactirers that ariginally supplied the equipment.

Efuipinent Reliabitity -Untested under fietd conditiﬁns, will the retrofit equipment wark as

prontised 10 reduce emissions and what impact will it have on performance and productivity
of the off-rond vohicles? :

Huss admils that they do not hiave their systems runn; on the large horsepower ;
that we hava, but indicate they will justsﬁct more ﬁl{gfs in the sysr%:m We are ngtq vipment
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canfident adequate enginering has been applied to this concept, nor do we feel there is
adequate raom o di the installations. Therefore, We are very concerned regarding safety
and reliability of these unproven systems. | _
Cosl-CARD's cast estimates appear to be considerably lower than marketplace conditions
Indicate. Given Ihe state’s emphasis on infrastructiire development, this cost will have an
impact on the buying power of recently passed bonds and other funding measures.

We see a large disparity betwoen the prices CARB estimates for one of these systems and
prices we have reccived. CARG publicly estimates the high end ta install one of these units
at $30,000.00, while we hava obtained an actual estimate to install a Huss unft en a
Caterpillar 98IF (475 hp) at $56,000.00. None of these figures include increased
mainfenance costs that we anticipate witl be a result of this. We also question the projected
turnaver rate that CARB uses and thercfore believelthe true cost of this regulation to
inclustry will be significantly higher than CARB has stated,

‘ |
The timetable—-Aggrossive implemontation datoes are based on the development and
manufacturing of technology that dacs not exist and 15 not proven. This is like rushing a
drug ta market hefore clinical trials-leaving no opportunity to identify side effects or assess
whether the therapy roally works. :
When we staited attending workshops on this propased regulation in Nevember of 2004 the
Conbifilter filtor was the only level 3 VDECS at that time. Since then {2 1% years latey)
therc liave only heen two additional devices verified as discussad above. If this is the pace

this technology will evolve, It clearly shows the timetable in the proposed regulation is aver
aggrossive, | - _

Enforcement—There is reaily no mechanism for wsf}ematicauy monitoring compliance, The
applicability of self-reporling is highly questionable wheh it comes ta smaller, less
sophisticated compandes wha may be operating the st prablematic vehicles.

. |
An Untevel Playing Field -The constiuction industry Includes literally thousands of players
with evon the largest companies commanding only d small portion of the market. With its
exemplions and quostionabla enfarcement mechanisims, this propased rule could
substantially disadvantage the companies who operate the cleanest, most retiable fleets,

't s our fropa that the proposed Off Road Diesel Rule is a work In progress and that it can be
reshaped to achglly achiove its laudable goals.! Granite Construction shares CARB's
commitment to cleaner air and protecting the health of our citizens. We are anxious to
collalorate with CARG and other stakehalders to shape and implement a workable nue for
off-road dicsel equipment in Catifornia. ’

Sincerely, ‘
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Gf.‘aff Boraston, P.E, | .
Bircctor of Enviranmental Affairs L ‘ .




