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May 11, 2007

Kathleen Quetin

California Air Resources Board

PO Box 2815

Sacramento, CA  95812

Dear Ms. Quetin,

Thank you for coming to Marysville on May 10 to meet with contractors about the off-road diesel engine regulations.  Approximately 40 general engineering contractors and equipment distributors took time out of their workday to hear Tony’s presentation.  He did a great job helping them get an overview of this complex regulation.

To summarize reaction from the attendees:

· There is full support for improving air quality.  These guys want good air for their families and grandchildren.  They are looking for a common-sense strategy.

· North state general engineering contractors are small and medium sized firms.  They can’t afford the cost of retrofitting and/or buying new equipment to meet these timetables.  Construction is cyclical and profits are not linear.

· The entire cost of this regulation falls on these companies.  It may be a small percentage of overall construction costs but it’s an enormous percentage cost to general engineering contractors.

· Taxpayer cost to repair roads and levees will increase. General engineering contractors are the companies that build the roads.  There will be fewer companies to do the work and they will pass on costs where they can.

· The technology is not ready.  You heard about the company that bought seven pieces of the newest equipment.  Already 12 workdays have been lost while the equipment was in the shop getting repaired.   On one unit the dashboard caught fire.

In short, Northern Sacramento Valley contractors said this regulation has serious economic impact.  The reliable technology required isn’t available, North State general engineering contractors can’t foresee how they can afford to comply and the cost of construction and bond infrastructure work will increase, hurting the North Valley economy. 

On behalf of the contractors and taxpayers in the North State, we request the CARB Board hold off approving the off-road diesel engine rules at this time.  We need more time for affordable, reliable technology to be available.  

Sincerely,

Kate Leyden

Executive Director

Valley Contractors Exchange
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