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May 24, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

As a small business owner that requires capital-intensive off-road diesel equipment I am opposed to the proposed diesel emissions regulations.  From my perspective, it seems that the new regulation was drawn up without considering all the stakeholders perspectives.  Therefore, allow me to add my perspective.

My company installs underground utility piping for sewer, water and storm drain applications.  Revenues fall within the range of what the State of California considers a small business enterprise.  Through the years, one very critical element of my business’ longevity has been the balancing act of controlling long term debt.  Again, looking at stakeholders . . . bonding companies, banks, and other creditors.  Staying within operating ratios that allow my company to maintain bonding capacity and have an accessible credit line is crucial to my business health.

The premise of cleaner air by updating equipment is a worthy one; however the timelines to do so are not.  This year alone, I have purchased a NEW Tier 3 backhoe, a NEW field truck, and a NEW service truck.  I cannot purchase any further equipment, and given my existing long term debt, I cannot afford to do this on a yearly basis.   The equipment fleet in use consists of 8 pieces, with backhoes costing approximately $90K and the size excavators we utilize ranging up to $250K. Let me emphasize, I am a SMALL business owner, the costs for larger firms will be greatly amplified with devastating results to their businesses health if forced into unmanageable long term debt.  In the event that some form of the CARB regulation does take effect, please consider tax breaks or credits for companies that need to stop using equipment that is 8 to 10 years old.  

The CARB regulation is like an analogy of California freeways . . . fix one small section and push the congestion to an area further down the road.  In this instance, force new regulations on California contractors and push the equipment out of state or country.  The emissions from pushing the equipment on others will still go into the same atmosphere. 

 
My small business is contributing to the economic viability of California with my capital purchases and union benefit jobs. Mandated purchases and timelines to stay in operation are not feasible and would force me to cease operations, and lay off my work force. 

Sincerely,

Sharon Alberts

President  
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