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Date: May 15, 2007
To: Kim Heroy-Rogalski, ARB

From: Kent Taylor, Equipment Maintenance Supervisor

Subject: In-Use Diesel Off-Road Proposed Regulation Comments
First of all, I would like to thank you and the ARB staff, for making such an unprecedented effort to gather information and input from the users of off road equipment to put together this regulation. Looking back at my previous comment letters to you, I can really see how far we’ve come from where this project began. We all appreciate your efforts and the concern you have shown for the professionals that work in this field.

I have read the proposal, and I repeat my disagreement with the low hour usage number remaining at 100/annually. I continue to suggest this be raised to 200 hours, as a more realistic number for the construction industry. These machines are used infrequently, but serve an extremely important function when needed. Yet, because of the lower hours, it’s difficult to justify the high costs to replace or even repower them.

Your estimates on costs to the user of $27,000 per year average to comply, and the idea of that cost being passed on to the customer does not sound realistic from my experience. Most new engines for heavy equipment just to repower will cost more than that for just one machine. Not all users can just raise their rates, such as government agencies. If any other credits could be made, for scrapping or over-achievement to ease the pain would be helpful.   
Thanks again for your consideration,

Kent Taylor

CC:

Dennis Milligin

Mary Pitto







