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June 29, 2007

Ms. Catherine Witherspoon
Executive Officer

California Air Resources Board 

1001 I Street 

P.O. Box 2815 

Sacramento, CA 95812 

SUBJECT:
Public Hearing to Consider Proposed Regulation for In-Use Off- Road Diesel Vehicles 
Dear Ms. Witherspoon:

On behalf of our thirty member counties, the Regional Council of Rural Counties (RCRC) appreciates the opportunity to address the proposed regulation for In-Use Off- Road Diesel Vehicles.  RCRC has been working with the Air Resources Board (ARB) and our member counties’ staff to help create a regulation that will achieve improved air quality, but is also reasonable for the rural areas of the state.  Your staff has been very cooperative and availed themselves to meet with our county representatives at their facilities to better understand our operations.   Our member counties appreciate the efforts ARB has made.
As with the on-road diesels, this regulation will primarily impact our county road departments.  Unlike the private sector, our counties’ equipment is not there to make money for the county, but is there to provide a service, to maintain public roads for the safety of the traveling public.  And, unlike the solid waste, private sector, or utility fleets, county road departments do not have service fees or charges to increase, from which these funds could be derived.  
We appreciate ARB staff’s efforts to understand and address the rural county constraints and recognize that provisions have been incorporated into the regulation to provide economic relief to many of our counties.  While these have gone a long way to reduce the financial distress, some of our rural counties will still have financial difficulties complying with the proposed regulation, and we ask the Board consider the following additional provisions:

· Increase the “low-use” vehicle exemption hours in small fleets and municipalities in low population counties. 
· Include a provision that pubic fleets need not count hours used during snow removal operations when determining low-use status of a vehicle. 
· Extend the Captive Attainment Area provision to counties that are classified as nonattainment strictly due to transport.

RCRC had initially requested the “low-use” vehicle exemption hours be increased to 300 hours in low population counties.  ARB staff indicated that 300 hours would significantly impact the emission reduction goals.  We request ARB consider increasing the threshold for low-use vehicles in small fleets and municipalities in low-population counties to a number that would not significantly impact the emission reduction goals, but still allow additional exemptions.  

Vehicles used solely for emergency operations are exempt from the performance requirements of the proposed regulation and there is a provision that hours used for emergency operations are not counted when determining low-use status.  Dedicated snow removal vehicles are exempt from the performance requirements, but the hours used for snow removal operations are not counted when determining low-use status.  Snow removal operations are also a public safety service, not only to the traveling public, but also for emergency vehicle access.  We request that public agency vehicles used for any other purpose in addition to snow removal, the hours used as snow removal be exempted from the total mileage for determining low-use status.  This provision was included in the in the Diesel Particulate Matter Control Measure for On-Road Heavy-Duty Diesel-Fueled Vehicles Owned or Operated by Public Agencies.  

Meeting NOx reductions is a considerable financial impact to our small to medium fleets, which will have a negative economic impact to our rural counties.  The proposed rule now exempts fleets (public and private sector) located in Federal 8-hour ozone and Particulate Matter attainment areas from the NOx fleet average requirements, if all vehicles are used in only attainment areas.  Private fleets in a number of our rural counties will benefit from this provision.  RCRC would ask ARB to consider that those counties in nonattainment strictly due to intrastate transport of air pollution also be exempt.  Compliance with the NOx requirements of the proposed regulations in those counties would not significantly reduce the emissions and would not bring those counties into attainment.  However, emission reductions from the contributing upwind districts will lead to the downwind area attainment.   
Again, RCRC would like to express our gratitude to you and all the ARB staff for your continued outreach efforts to understand the rural county constraints.  We are happy to work with you and your staff in the coming weeks to discuss alternatives.  You may call me at (916) 447-4806 if you have any questions.  
Sincerely, 
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Mary Pitto









Regulatory Program Director





Regional Council of Rural Counties
 

cc:  
Erik White, ARB


Tony Brasil, ARB


Kim Heroy-Rogalski, ARB

Board of Directors, Regional Council of Rural Counties

      
Public Works Directors, RCRC Member Counties


Fleet Managers, RCRC Member Counties


Air Pollution Control Officers, RCRC Member Counties


Karen Keene, California State Association of Counties
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