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                                                                                                  Updated 9-29-08
WHY WE NEED TO EXTEND THE DOUBLE CREDIT FOR INSTALLING VERIFIED DIESEL EMISSION CONTROL SYSTEMS:  
  At the June ORIAG meeting, Industry requested an extension of the double credit for PM devices. ARB stated that to do so would require a change in Regulatory Language, which would be at the Boards discretion.  
  We now have thirty-two days to issue purchase orders for PM devices in order to receive double credit. We believe that the double credit provision was an incentive to accelerate the reductions in Particulate Matter. 

   Industry needs ARB staff to recognize that in July of 2007 we were all told that Tier 0 engines could be retrofit with PM devices, for sake of argument I have quotes dated 4-09-07 to retrofit TIER 0  CAT model 3412 and 3408 engines for CAT D-10N, CAT D-9L  Crawler tractors and CAT 633D Scrapers. These machines were quoted with Huss devices. We were never asked to do opacity testing to receive these quotes.

   By the end of 2007, Huss declined to quote our Tier 0 engines. In January of 2008, we needed to do opacity testing to receive quotes on Tier 1 engines. We now need to do data logging for Tier 1 engines.

   In the first nine months of 2008 we have heard about the draw backs of some Active systems: units not able to complete an eight-hour shift with out stopping the machine to regenerate, this is mounted on top of a Tier 3 engine. Longer than anticipated regeneration cycle times and units kicking out before the regeneration cycle has been completed, when that occurs you have to start the regeneration process over from the start on the canister that kicked out.

     As of September 19 2008 on the ARB website for verified level 3 devices http://www.arb.ca.gov/diesel/verdev/level3/level3.htm  there are fourteen verified selections: five for off-road and nine for on- road. Out of the five for off-road only two are passive devices. The remaining three devices are active systems; two of them need an external electrical system to regenerate. The remaining active system has its own issues that I explained earlier.

   Now, after reducing our fleet by twenty percent, we have ninety-eight remaining machines. Out of the Verified, level 3 passive devices, we have three engine family numbers that can be retrofit. Both companies that are verified for the passive devices can supply the same three engine family numbers. That leaves ninety-five machines to which there are only Active systems to choose from. [ALL FOURTEEN VERIFIED LEVEL 3 COMPANIES HAVE RESTRICTIONS OR CONDITIONS] that you must consider when installing a device. ARB has come out with an FAQ on deverification of VDECS. This is necessary document for all to read. The Industry as a whole needs more time for the VDECS manufactures to get through the Verification process so that they can supply a full line of passive VDECS needed by the stakeholders in this regulation. We know that there are passive units for more horsepower ranges and types of equipment that are in the Verification process right now. Passive units are the answer, at least in my mind for the industry. With passive units, you do not have to have a mechanic or an electrician standing by when you regenerate. Passive units are also, I believe, for CARB an answer to accelerated PM reductions. If stakeholders had more passive devices available to them, they would not hesitate to issue purchase orders for them. 

     The financial stability of the Construction Industry is at best shaky. The double credit for PM devices is HUGE to both the Construction Industry and the Environment. We need ARB staff to convince the California Air Resources Board that this is of extreme importance not only to the Industry but as well as it is to saving more lives with accelerated PM reductions. I believe that with the choices of Verified devices that exist TODAY, the Industry will purchase only what is absolutely required to comply. 

       Dave Porcher
       Camarillo Engineering Inc.
       daveporcher@gmail.com
       805-8574836  
                                                                                            1-05-09

  THE TIME FOR DOUBLE CREDIT HAS RUN OUT for Diesel Particulate Filters and now we are seeing more verification for these devices and more of a selection for industry to look at. Since I read the above letter in the ORIAG meeting in September, the work picture in the construction industry has not improved. ARB staff has presented an extension proposal that will help industry to comply with this part of the off-road diesel regulation. We ask the California Air Recourses Board to vote in favor of the proposed amendments.
I want to thank the ARB staff for their response and efforts on these proposed amendments.

 Thank you,

  Dave Porcher
  Camarillo Engineering Inc.
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