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January 21, 2009
By Electronic Submission


Clerk of the Board

Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, California 95814

http://www.arb.ca.gov/lispub/comm/bclist.php 

Re:
Comments on Proposed Amendments to ORD Rule 
Dear California Air Resources Board:
Attached please find the comments of the Air Transport Association of America, Inc. (ATA)
 concerning California Air Resources Board’s (ARB’s) “Proposed Amendments to the Regulation for In-Use Off-Road Diesel-Fueled Fleets and Implementation Update,” issued December 2008.  ATA has participated throughout the promulgation of ARB’s In-Use Off-Road Diesel Regulation (ORD Rule), and has submitted written comments to ARB at various stages of the process.
  ATA has consistently supported ARB’s emission reduction goals for the regulated vehicles, including airport ground support equipment (GSE), but cannot support the inefficient and unduly burdensome approach for achieving those goals embodied in the ORD Rule.
As more fully explained in the attached, the proposed amendments are welcome, but are not nearly adequate to reflect the real impact of the economic downturn and the lack of verified retrofits feasible for airport ground support equipment (GSE).  As a result of the dramatic economic downturn, ATA believes equipment use has dropped far enough so that the near-term emission reductions targeted by the ORD Rule already have been achieved.  There is no emissions or economic basis for imposing the Rule’s near-term requirements on GSE.  
In this environment, the emissions requirements of the Rule should be deferred, at least as applied to GSE, long enough to allow a complete assessment of the measures needed to achieve emissions reduction targets in light of the economic downturn and empirical fleet data due in April, June, and August, 2009 (for large, medium, and small fleets, respectively).  ATA commits to work in full cooperation with Staff in this effort, so that it can be completed as expeditiously as possible.  Deferring the ORD Rule’s requirements for GSE would be as effective in carrying out the purpose of the Rule as proceeding to implement on the present schedule, and would be less burdensome on the regulated community.  See CA Gov Code §§ 11346.5(a)(7); 1346.9(a)(4).

Please contact me at 202-626-4216 if you have any questions or would like additional information concerning this matter.

Sincerely, 
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Timothy Pohle

Managing Director – U.S. Environmental Affairs

& Associate General Counsel

Air Transport Association of America, Inc.
Attachment







�  ATA is the principal trade and service organization of the U.S. airline industry, and ATA’s airline members and their affiliates transport more than 90 percent of all U.S. airline passenger and cargo traffic.  ATA’s members are:  ABX Air, AirTran Airways, Alaska Airlines, American Airlines, ASTAR Air Cargo, Atlas Air, Continental Airlines, Delta Air Lines, Evergreen International Airlines, Federal Express, Hawaiian Airlines, JetBlue Airlines, Midwest Airlines, Southwest Airlines, United Airlines, UPS Airlines, and US Airways; associate airline members are: Air Canada, Air Jamaica, and Mexicana.  ATA frequently comments on regulatory activities that affect the airline industry and the safety and efficiency of air travel in the United States.


� See ATA Comments posted at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.arb.ca.gov/lists/ordiesl07/868-2007-05-23_ata_initial_comments_on_proposed_ord_rule.pdf" ��www.arb.ca.gov/lists/ordiesl07/868-2007-05-23_ata_initial_comments_on_proposed_ord_rule.pdf�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.arb.ca.gov/lists/ordiesl07/1097-ata_comments_re_ord_rule_with_attachments.zip" ��www.arb.ca.gov/lists/ordiesl07/1097-ata_comments_re_ord_rule_with_attachments.zip�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.arb.ca.gov/lists/ordiesl07/1186-ata_15-day_comments_re_ord_rule_with_attachments.zip" �www.arb.ca.gov/lists/ordiesl07/1186-ata_15-day_comments_re_ord_rule_with_attachments.zip�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.arb.ca.gov/lists/ordiesl07/1244-2008-03-06_ata_second_15-day_comments_re_ord_rule.pdf" ��www.arb.ca.gov/lists/ordiesl07/1244-2008-03-06_ata_second_15-day_comments_re_ord_rule.pdf�.  These comments are incorporated here by reference and ATA and its members expressly reserve the right to present the arguments presented therein in any appropriate forum.
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