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June 16, 2009

Clerk of the Board, Air Resources Board

1011 I Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:   ARB Regulations requiring diesel upgrades

To Whom It May Concern: 

I understand that there is a two-day meeting coming up in which the Board will be discussing the new regulations and funding programs for diesel trucks in California. 

From the information I have gleaned from the internet, it seems that the new “gross polluter” regulations are going to put me out of business.   I am an owner/operator of a backhoe and do custom trenching.  My backhoe is hauled on a 1988 Freightliner with a 1974 Cummins big cam 350 motor.  I have only one truck and one backhoe.   From what I understand, because I do not haul “goods,” apparently I am not eligible for any of the State programs to retrofit or replace my truck. 

I have been in business doing custom trenching in the Central Valley for over 30 years.  Because my equipment is paid for, I have been able to survive in our down economy.  There is no way that my business can support the purchase of a newer compliant diesel hauler and backhoe.   Consequently, I will be out of business once my equipment is no longer legal on the California roadways.  Many fellow business owners that I have spoken to are basically in the same boat.

I am not opposed to cleaning up our air and understand how these regulations are really aimed at trucking companies that are transporting goods up and down the state nonstop.  In an effort to make these improvements in our air quality, thousands of small business owners in our state (like me) are going to be either bankrupt or have to leave California. I assume this will also affect the farmers and ranchers, as well.   

Unless some provisions are made for the small business owner/operator, there is going to be an exodus of businesses from our state and the rest of us will be unemployed.  Is there anything in the Board’s plans regarding the small business owner to keep us from falling between the cracks?  I feel that my situation is hopeless and that soon I will be looking for a scrap yard to take my equipment.   

Tim Sloan

Sloan Backhoe Service




cc:
John Telles, M.D. 
