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January 24, 2007

Ms. Catherine Witherspoon

Executive Officer
C/o Clerk of the Board

Air Resources Board

1001 I Street, 23rd Floor

Sacramento, California 95814
RE:
Proposed Amendments to the Dry Cleaning ATCM

Dear Ms. Witherspoon:

The Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District (MDAQMD) would like to thank the California Air Resource Board (CARB) for the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the Airborne Toxic Control Measure (ATCM) for Dry Cleaners, Title 17 CCR 93109.  The MDAQMD does not support the CARB’s proposal to ban the use of perchloroethylene (perc) by dry cleaners.  However, the MDAQMD does support placing additional controls on the use of perc by dry cleaners.  The MDAQMD did and still supports the changes proposed in May of 2006.  Additional controls that could be imposed are as follows:

1.
That all perc dry cleaning machines be equipped with a secondary control device by December 31, 2010.

2.
That all existing perc machines be moved to areas zoned for industrial use by December 31, 2015.

3.
All new facilities and/or machines, installed after December 31, 2007 be located in an area zoned for industrial use.

4.
That all perc dry cleaning machines be located in a ‘vapor barrier room’.  This room should be vented to a control device that reduces the perc emission by at least 85% beyond the secondary control device.

By implementing the above 4 items the health risk from exposure to perc would be greatly reduced because the dry cleaning machines would not be near sensitive receptors and the emissions would be reduced because of better controls.

The MDAQMD has been approached by dry cleaners stating that perc is the only cleaning agent currently available that can disinfect material, which has been contaminated with biological agents.

Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. Richard Wales of the Engineering staff at (760) 245-1661 extension 1803.

Sincerely,

Alan J. De Salvio

Supervising Air Quality Engineer

Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District

