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November 24, 2010
Clerk of the Board
California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street
Sacramento, CA  95814
RE:
Proposed Amendments to the Regulations Applicable to Portable Diesel Engines
Dear Clerk to the Board:  

On behalf of our thirty-one member counties, the Regional Council of Rural Counties (RCRC) appreciates the opportunity to address the proposed modifications included in the second 15-day notice for the Statewide Portable Equipment Registration Program (PERP) Regulation and the Airborne Toxic Control Measure (Portable Engine ATCM).  First, I would like to express our appreciation of your consideration and responsiveness to our counties’ public service and safety obligations in light of their economic constraints with respect to their dual engine snow blowers.   
In our letter dated January 28, 2010, (attached) and in our testimony to the Board at the January 28th hearing (below), we requested ARB consider including a modification to exempt the portable auxiliary engine of the dual engine snow blower machines from the Portable Engine ATCM, consistent with the similar actions for snow removal operations in the in-use rules for on- and off-road vehicles.   This equipment is used seasonally and part time and is very expensive to replace.  
“In the fleet rule for public agencies and utilities and with the off-road equipment rule and the new truck and bus regulation, you have exempted dedicated snow removal equipment. We're requesting that for the snow blower machines that have a dual engine, one to propel the vehicle and one to power the snow blowing equipment, that these also be exempt from this regulation, the portable auxiliary ATCM.  The snow blowing equipment is used for public service, a safety service to the general public. They're used only seasonally and part time. So we would appreciate that consideration.”
The detachable equipment itself is dedicated for snow removal operations and is a part of the snow blower machine (which includes the loader) that conducts snow removal.  In section 2449 (c) 32 Low Use Vehicles in the off-road diesel regulation, the hours used for emergency operations of off-road vehicles are not counted towards its total mileage when determining low-use status.  This implies an exemption status for the loader during snow removal operations.  Thus, it seems to follow that a detachable snow blower, used strictly for snow removal should be exempt from the Portable ATCM.  
 
RCRC provided ARB staff with a list of equipment known in our member counties for the dual engine snow blowers (attached).   Many of these are the detachable snow blower units that have an engine to power the blower only and attach to loaders in the winter time for this use.  The blower engines are used strictly for snow removal.  It is my understanding that this list was to be used for ARB’s calculations for the emissions impacts, if exempted.
One of our counties has indicated that to replace these attachments with compliant ones will cost between $70,000 to $100,000 each.  As the list of the snow blower equipment in our counties shows, many of our counties have multiple detachable units and no financial ability to replace even one of them. Their only compliance option would be to leave them idle during snow events.  RCRC believes the intent in each of the individual diesel regulations was to recognize snow removal operations as an emergency or public safety operation and a necessary public service, without which would cause undue hardship for businesses and cause significant safety problems for the traveling public and emergency vehicle access.     
 

The proposed modification in the 15 day notice clearly exempts the portable engine when they are permanently affixed, however as worded, it is still unclear if the dedicated detachable snow blower units are included in this exemption.  As described in your Notice of Public Availability of Modified Text, ARB staff is proposing modifications that include “(3) exempting portable engines on snow removal vehicles for the Portable Engine ATCM.”  This can be interpreted to include the detachable dedicated snow removal equipment.  RCRC requests that the modification be amended to clearly include the detachable snow blowers in the exemption and suggests the following language in section 93116.1 Applicability (b) (11): Portable engines used exclusively on for dedicated snow removal and in vehicles as defined in Title 13, Cal. Code Regs., section 2449(c).  
Again, RCRC would like to express our gratitude to you and all the ARB staff for your continued efforts to understand the rural county constraints.  Thank you for your additional consideration.  If you have any questions please call me at (916) 447-4806. 
Sincerely, 
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Mary Pitto

Regulatory Affairs Advocate
Attachments
· RCRC letter to ARB dated January 28, 2010

· List of Dual Engine Snow Blowing Equipment in RCRC member counties
cc:  
Richard Corey, ARB

Michael Guzzetta, ARB

Jorge Fernandez, ARB

Joseph Gormley, ARB

Board of Directors, Regional Council of Rural Counties

      
Public Works Directors, RCRC Member Counties


Fleet Managers, RCRC Member Counties
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