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May 26, 2009
Clerk of the Board    

Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento CA 95814

Subject:  Plug-In Hybrid Electric Vehicles Test Procedure Amendments
Dear Chairperson Nichols and Board Members:

The Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers is a trade association of 11 car and light truck manufacturers.  The Alliance is writing to support ARB Staff's proposal for plug-in hybrid aftermarket conversion requirements.  We view Staff's proposal as a necessary and statutorily required element to protect the environment, protect consumers, and ensure future technology vehicles are provided a fair opportunity to succeed in the California market.

Automakers have a vested interest in California's economy and environment, and they continue to demonstrate their commitment by promoting advanced technology vehicles such as the wide variety of hybrid electric vehicles.  However, underlying the market introduction of today's hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs) are rigorous and robust processes to ensure compliance with California's stringent emissions requirements.  Once in the marketplace, it is essential from both a regulatory and statutory perspective to protect these vehicles from any modifications that could adversely affect their emission performance and/or paint a negative picture of the technology.  

Notwithstanding the need to protect the emission performance of vehicles, both California and the Federal government recognize the inevitable potential for vehicles to be modified after initial certification and instituted protections for the environment and the consumer through anti-tampering provisions (California Vehicle Codes 27156, 38391 and the Clean Air Act, section 203).  The Alliance strongly supports these provisions.  
As the future brings in a new era of automobiles – plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs) – we must remain committed to protecting the environmental performance and consumer’s perception of these advanced technology vehicles.  Over the next several years, automobile manufacturers plan to introduce several models of PHEVs.  In fact, the Zero Emission Vehicle regulations modified by this board just last year anticipated the six large volume manufacturers will place almost 60,000 PHEVs in California in the next four years
. 

New vehicles are subject to very stringent emission requirements (in addition to the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards).  The emission regulations include a very broad spectrum of performance requirements, including, but certainly not limited to:  OBD (to ensure components and systems continue to perform properly), exhaust and evaporative standards (to maintain emissions levels for the full useful life of the vehicle), and emissions warranty coverage (to help protect consumers for a reasonable period of time).  These certification requirements, in combination, provide ARB, consumers, and manufacturers with confidence and certainty that new vehicles will perform at an acceptable level to the customer and for the environment for a relatively long period of time. 
With respect to plug-in vehicle conversions, the Alliance understands the early interest in PHEVs and can support reasonable methods for expanding the introduction of this relatively new technology in the US vehicle market.  Conversions as a mechanism can, in general, have a place in our market to help promote the growth of a technology and the infrastructure that supports it.  However, it is imperative for conversions to be achieved in an environmentally responsible and safe manner.   
ARB Staff's proposals for PHEVs provide reasonable flexibility for converters to establish their product and grow their business while still maintaining an appropriate set of emissions requirements.  The approach of phasing into increasingly stringent requirements, which approach the OEM level of complexity, is also reasonable and supported by Alliance.  
The Alliance members appreciate the ARB staff’s work developing a thorough PHEV conversion certification process and feel compelled to note that we would be greatly concerned if any additional decrease in stringency would be considered given the intent of California and federal anti-tampering provisions.  Without careful engineering, particularly from an evaporative standpoint, PHEV conversions will be at an increased risk for controlling and maintaining emissions performance.  Ultimately, the environment and the customer must be protected by these concerns including the cost of repairing vehicle damage which may not be covered by a manufactures warranty.
In short, California is relying on PHEVs to bridge the gap to the future of transportation and automakers are spending considerable resources in economically challenging times to develop these vehicles.  Neither California nor automakers can afford to have the market for PHEVs tainted by vehicles or conversions that do not meet consumer demands for durability, reliability, and pollution control.  In this light, we do not believe the stringency of the regulations can be reduced beyond what the staff proposes without jeopardizing PHEV vehicles.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (916) 447-7315 or at sdouglas@autoalliance.org.  
Sincerely,
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Steven P. Douglas 
Senior Director, Environmental Affairs
� Air Resources Board Fact Sheet, Zero Emission Vehicle Program-2008, dated 6-May-2008
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