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September 3, 2008
California Air Resources Board

Stationary Source Division

P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA 95812

Re: Comment on At Berth (Shorepower) Ocean-Going Vessel Regulations

Dear Sir/Madam:


Trailer Bridge, Inc. hereby submits a general comment in favor of the regulations aimed at limiting pollution from ocean-going vessels both in port and at sea. As a Jones Act carrier in the U. S. - Puerto Rico trade that operates tug-barge units, Trailer Bridge is ever mindful of the significant environmental advantage that the use of the cleaner distillate fuels we use afford. The use of cleaner distillate fuel in the main engines as opposed to the simply the shore side auxiliary units results in a staggeringly lower emission profile than anything accomplished through this regulation or the series of regulations aimed at reducing emission from ocean-going vessels.


Trailer Bridge is proud to deploy the vessel fleet with the lowest particulate matter emissions per equivalent unit of any major marine shipping company in the world.  This is accomplished through a unique system that uses less than one half the total fuel per equivalent unit and that also uses a lighter distillate fuel which is much cleaner than the heavy residual fuel used by almost all cargo vessels worldwide.  Trailer Bridge has just 1/10th the particulate matter emissions per equivalent unit compared to the Puerto Rico marine carriers who use dirty residual fuel.

In addition, Trailer Bridge has less than one-half the CO2 emissions per equivalent unit compared to the Puerto Rico carriers that use dirty residual fuel.  While CO2 is the primary greenhouse gas associated with global warming, the relative global warming effect likely goes well beyond the difference in CO2 emissions as another component of vessel particulate matter is black carbon.  This pollutant can warm the air hundreds of thousands of times more than the same amount of CO2.  Therefore, Trailer Bridge having just 1/10th the particulate matter results in an even greater reduced global warming effect than the difference in CO2 emissions 

The tug/barge system that Trailer Bridge, Inc. employs in the Puerto Rico trade could readily be adapted to operate in the U.S.-Hawaii trade and in fact in the international trade to and from the Far East. It is worth noting that the development of a regulatory framework by your organization that would benefit tug-barge operators would provide meaningful incentive for our organization or other tug-barge operator to establish a liner service to serve California ports providing a new standard for environmentally responsible ocean transportation.
Very truly yours,

William G. Gotimer, Jr.

Executive Vice President
General Counsel and Secretary

