October 17, 2007

Ms. Mary Nichols
Chairwoman

California Air Resources Board
. e PO, Box 2815

NISEI FARMERS Sacramento, CA 95812
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Re: Board Agenda Item 07-10-4: Public Meeting to Consider the San Joaquin Valley PM10

Maintenance Plan
Board of Directors

Manuel Cunha, Jr. Dear Chairwoman Nichols,
President
Don Patrick As President of the Nisei Farmers League which represents growers, packers, processors and many

Executive Vice President -, ther industries which depend on the Agricultural Industry, I wish to express our support for adoption
of the San Joaquin Valley PM10 Maintenance Plan. The Nisei Farmers League agrees with ARB staff
that through the adoption of enforceable rules and regulations, the San Joaquin Valley has met all
applicable requirements of the Federal Clean Air Act. Therefore, we respectfully urge the California
Alternate ~Dave Loquaci . A jr Resources Board (CARB) to approve the San Joaquin Valleys PM10 Maintenance Plan and

; forward such to EPA as an official amendment to the State Implementation Plan (SIP).

Board of Directors-Area 1
Maurice DiBuduo, Paul LanFranco

Board of Directors-Area 2

Pete Binz, Bobby Sano  The San Joaquin Valley District has taken several actions in the past 15 years to reduce PM10 with in
Alternate - Ben Letizia  the San Joaquin Valley. Several control measures to reduce directly emitted PM 10 have been adopted
by the District including all of the rules in Regulation VIII — Control of Fugitive PM10. In addition,
Board of Directors-Area 3 the District has adopted several rules and regulations to reduce NOx, which contributes to the
Richard Milton & James Oliver fOrmation of secondary particulate. Also, the District has begun the implementation of the phase out of
agricultural burning as set forth in District Rule 4103 — Open Burning. Lastly, the District adopted a
far reaching rule to reduce PM10 from farming operations within the San Joaquin Valley. This effort,
as contained in Rule 4550 — Conservation Management Practices, generated over 34 tons per day of
PM10 reductions. We believe this rule to be the single most significant rule the District has adopted
with regards to PM10. The adoption of these rules and regulations has greatly reduced emissions of
Alternate - Leland Herman—— p\T1(), As a result, the District has now enjoyed four years without exceedmg the Federal PM10
standard.

Alternate — Mike Scott

Board of Directors-Area 4
Mitch Bagdasarian & Bill Boos

Board of Directors-Area 5

Daniel Jackson, EicWard Tt should also be noted that a very large voluntary effort to reduce fugitive dust has been undertaken in
Alternate - Blake Carison  the San Joaquin Valley through the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA NRCS)
and the implementation of their Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP). Through the EQIP
Board of Directors-Area 6 Program, growers in the San Joaquin Valley have received cost share dollars to oil unpaved roads,
Allen Huebert, Doug Benik  1Mplement conservation tillage and perform chipping of agricultural pruning’ instead of burning. In
addition to the substantial reductions generated by these actions, the District has implemented a strict
fireplace burning rule, which has had a tremendous impact on reducing PM 10 emissions in the San
Joaquin Valley, especially during the winter time. It is also noteworthy that the District has begun
preparation on its PM2.5 plan, which will focus on additional NOx reductions.

Alternate — Scott Peters

Board of Directors-Area7
Pat Kurihara & Bob Reimer

Alternate-Duzne Ab Iy summery, we respectfully urge the California Air Resources Board to affirm staff's

recommendation to adopt the San Joaquin Valley PM10 Maintenance Plan, and forward to EPA for
adoption into the State Implementation Plan. Thank you and if you have any questions regardmg our
comments, please feel free to call my office at (559) 251-8468.

Maurice DiBuduo-2nd Vice President
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