Draft Scoping Plan Comments – Marin Carbon Project

The Marin Carbon Project applauds ARB for an inclusive and optimistic analysis of California’s low carbon future, as presented in the Draft Scoping Plan. That said, we would like to submit a few comments for your consideration.

Soil Carbon Quantification Protocols

The Draft Scoping Plan (p.36) states: “Increasing carbon sequestration in soils and permanent crops is desirable but sound quantification protocols are not yet developed.” Marin Carbon Project and other groups in the State are working to provide these protocols, which are based on established methodologies, and which will arrive sooner rather than later. We ask ARB to be prepared for their delivery.

Rangeland and Forestry Parity

Just as sustainable forests represent carbon stocks and carbon sinks (DSP, p.27), so do rangeland soils. The atmosphere holds 800 Gt of carbon, whereas soils hold 2000 Gt—more than three times the carbon held in the planet’s vegetation. We ask that the Proposed Scoping Plan reflect this understanding. This could be achieved by:

· The addition of a row in Table 2 (DSP p.11) and Table 20 (DSP p.36) for rangeland sequestration: 

Preservation of rangeland C stocks and additional soil C seq  -  TBD
· A brief discussion of rangeland soil carbon sequestration within the body of the text.

The Unique Nature of Soil Carbon Sequestration 

Unlike other forms of carbon sequestration, with soil carbon sequestration a problem is transformed into a valuable addition to the soil ecosystem. Soil carbon adsorbs pollutants, stores water, reduces erosion, reduces the risk and scale of fire and flood, adds below- and aboveground biodiversity, and increases net primary productivity. We recommend that the Proposed Scoping Plan reflect the unique environmental opportunities provided by soil C to agricultural ecosystems and rural communities. 
As stated (DSP p.35), “California has a long track record of turning waste into resources, and in the process of realizing significant GHG emissions reductions.” May that tradition continue, as we turn CO2 into soil carbon, realizing significant GHG emissions reductions, as well as benefits to public health through improved water quality, food quality, and the denaturing of pollutants—to the extent that addressing climate change becomes a cobenefit of the restoration of natural and agricultural ecosystems, afforded by increasing levels of soil carbon and soil organic matter.

Support for Necessary Research

We accept that there are not yet hard figures on how much C can be sequestered in which soils, under which conditions and which land management practices. We are working to provide those data for Marin County at the rate that rigorous science allows. To date the work of the Marin Carbon Project has been funded by foundation money, UC Berkeley and UC Davis. There is a place for state agencies to fund the work that provides the information that California requires to meet its AB32 goals. We ask ARB to recommend that State agencies accept more of the research funding burden, with an emphasis on projects with ecological benefits beyond that of climate change mitigation alone.

Local Offsets

While the DSP mentions the possibility of offsets in the Mexican border region, MCP stresses the importance of local offsets with additional ecological benefit in California. We have the opportunity, and the obligation, to do more than create another outsourced globalized market. There is a unique opportunity to create local environmental understanding, accountability and a sense of responsibility and pride. Since this is where we made the problem, this is where we should fix it. The educational opportunities inherent in the situation, once gone, will not be readily recovered.

Andrew Fynn, Spokesperson, Marin Carbon Project
