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California Air Resources Board
July 29, 2008

1001 "I" Street

P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA  95812

Re: AB 32 Scoping Plan Comments from the Ella Baker Center for Human Rights

Dear Board members:

The Ella Baker Center for Human Rights is an 11-year-old strategy and action center working for justice, opportunity and peace in urban California. Our Green-Collar Jobs Campaign creates opportunities in the green economy for poor people and people of color through policy advocacy, public outreach and pilot projects.

We support carbon reduction strategies that provide equal protection for all communities and equal opportunity to the promise of the growing green economy. In particular we urge the Air Resources Board to:

· Auction All Carbon Allowances: To ensure that carbon is priced fairly and the public benefits broadly from any carbon capping system, we urge the Air Resources Board to propose auctioning all carbon allowances.

· Prevent Pollution “Hot Spots”: Low-income communities and communities of color must not be disproportionately impacted by pollution “hot spots” if a carbon trading system is adopted. We urge the Board propose rules that would prevent the concentration of carbon allowances in communities suffering from the most significant exposure to air pollution.

· Compensate for Increased Costs to the Poor: A portion of any revenues from auctioning/taxing carbon should compensate low- to middle-income residents for increased energy, food, and transportation costs.

· Reinvest Carbon Proceeds in Green Jobs Training and Education: To ensure a just transition to a low-carbon, renewable energy economy, we urge the ARB to propose reinvesting a dedicated stream of carbon proceeds in green job training and education programs, with a special emphasis on assisting low-income communities and the re-entry population.


Thank you for your consideration of these recommendations. We look forward to working with the ARB to ensure that AB 32 helps build a truly renewable and energy efficient economy that creates opportunity for all Californians.

Aaron Lehmer 
State Policy Director, Green-Collar Jobs Campaign

Ella Baker Center for Human Rights

