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Community Action to Fight Asthma





July 31, 2008

RE:  Comments on Climate Change Draft Scoping Plan

Dear Chair Nichols and Members of the California Air Resources Board,

Community Action to Fight Asthma (CAFA) is a statewide network of asthma coalitions working to reduce environmental triggers of asthma for school aged children where they live, learn, and play.  CAFA’s coalitions bring together healthcare providers, school personnel, environmental health and justice groups, public health organizations, and community residents to collectively address the problem of asthma in California’s communities.  Because of the large role environmental factors play in the onset and severity of asthma, clinical care alone will not significantly reduce the burden of asthma in our communities.  Instead, we must also look at the role of the environment around us.

As asthma advocates, we are very concerned about the negative effect global warming is projected to have on California’s already poor air quality.  We commend the California Air Resources Board (CARB) for its groundbreaking efforts to develop a comprehensive plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  CARB is at the forefront of the world’s efforts to address climate change, and we applaud its visionary and courageous leadership. We strongly support the need for a comprehensive plan to set goals and describe programs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and are encouraged by many of the strategies drafted in the Scoping Plan. 

While the plan if far reaching, we feel it can be improved to best protect public health, including those with asthma.   Several key policy approaches that could have important co-benefits by reducing greenhouse gas emissions while improving public health could be given more emphasis. We urge you to refine the plan to include the following:

Ensure protection for already over-impacted communities.  
Because certain communities tend to suffer disproportionately from poor air quality and a concomitant incidence of asthma, the plan should specifically provide safeguards for the most severely impacted communities.  Communities of special concern include those near multiple sources of pollution, including ports, goods movement and industrial pollution sources.  Similarly, mitigation strategies, such as cap-and-trade programs or siting of new “green” facilities, must not exacerbate already existing health inequities in low-income communities and communities of color.  
Land use and transportation policies that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve public health must be included.  
Emission reductions through technology that improves the efficiency of energy use and reduces pollution is limited.  The high vehicle miles traveled related to the car oriented development decisions of a generation ago are at least as responsible for today’s crisis as the miles per gallon efficiency of cars.  Adding strong land use and public transit planning strategies to create walkable, bikeable, and transit-oriented communities is key to impact both greenhouse gas emissions and improve California’s air quality.  By assigning only minimal emission reduction targets to land use and transit policies, CARB misses a critical opportunity to spur meaningful, long-term change in the built environment to mitigate climate change and improve the public’s health for generations to come.
The plan should establish strong regional greenhouse gas reduction targets.

In order to reach statewide goals for greenhouse gas reduction over the long term, local governments must do their part to create compact development patterns and walkable, bikeable communities that emit fewer greenhouse gases.  The state should establish strong regional targets for greenhouse gas reduction to spur local action and measures to hold cities and counties accountable for achieving these targets.  While local governments should be authorized to choose from a suite of policy options to meet these targets, measures that improve community health should be prioritized. CARB must provide support —both financial and technical—to local governments to achieve these emission reduction targets.  A meaningful portion of the funds generated from the cap and trade, carbon tax, Carbon Trust, or other revenue streams should be directed towards local programs.

Reducing global warming is a vital clean air strategy that will help Californians breathe easier and prevent suffering asthma and other respiratory conditions.  We look forward to the development of a strong, health protective, greenhouse gas reduction plan.

Sincerely,
Joel Ervice

Interim Director

RAMP 
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