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August 1, 2008

Chairman Mary Nichols

California Air Resources Board (CARB)

1001 "I" Street

P.O. Box 2815 

Sacramento, CA  95812

Re:
Comments to the AB 32 Draft Scoping Plan

Dear Chairman Nichols, Board Members and Staff:

Next 10 is an independent, nonpartisan organization that supports civic engagement by working collaboratively to identify the best regional and statewide solutions for California’s future.

As part of our civic engagement efforts, Next 10 has convened and facilitated the formation of the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative for Climate Action and Sustainability (Collaborative), a recent initiative of regional leadership from local government and public agencies, business, academia, labor, and environmental and community groups to share information, foster partnerships, and take action to address climate change and promote sustainable communities. 

Local governments and public agencies participating in the regional collaborative are doing something unusual in Southern California-crossing over the routine jurisdictional boundaries, conflicts, and rivalries-to collectively address the shared problem of climate change.

With more than 10.3 million people in the County of Los Angeles (more than a quarter of the state’s population and potentially its carbon footprint), this proactive commitment among the various stakeholders to come together to address climate change and sustainability on this large a scale is unprecedented. 

As one of its first efforts, the Collaborative invited all stakeholders to a meeting to share ideas and solicit input regarding the Draft Scoping Plan. While there were positions of common ground and other areas that require additional dialogue, the Collaborative put forth the following recommendations to be addressed prior to adoption of the plan.  

The viewpoints expressed herein are those of the Collaborative and are being sent at the request of the Collaborative, as Next 10 is not a member, but the convener of this group. Next 10 has been honored to work with such an esteemed group of organizations and applauds their efforts to make reductions in greenhouse gases (GHG) in the Los Angeles region. 

The Collaborative expects that the Final Scoping Plan will provide a comprehensive platform for the development and implementation of tools, incentives, frameworks and resources for local governments and public agencies to effectively and efficiently meet the intent of AB 32.  The Collaborative urges CARB to address the following issues prior to adoption:

· Provide resources and incentives including climate action plans, mitigation and adaptation strategies and inventories to assist local governments and public agencies in reducing greenhouse gas emissions from internal operations (such as improving energy efficiency of municipal buildings, vehicle fleet use, or employee transit subsidies) and implementing local government decisions relating to land use and transportation,
· Develop a framework for the use and allocation of new carbon-based revenues and offsets to local governments and public agencies, and ensure that the revenues are dedicated to reduce GHG emissions exclusively, and minimize the impacts on municipalities and low-income people,
· Develop a plan of policy coordination among the State Climate Action Team to provide the necessary incentives, resources and funds to help local governments and public agencies make the conversion to more fuel efficient vehicles,
· Recognize public transportation’s significant role in managing and stabilizing regional greenhouse gas emissions and dedicate revenues to multi-modal projects and programs that provide verifiable GHG reductions,

· Recognize the significant cumulative impacts of land use, road design, parking management and transportation infrastructure decisions on vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and regional GHG emissions. Work with local governments and public agencies to develop VMT reduction best practices to reduce regional GHG. Increase the emphasis on waste reduction (including extended producer responsibility) and recycling (including new innovations such as conversion technologies) activities, and conduct a complete life-cycle analysis in order to quantify GHG reduction potential for these activities,

· Provide measures that will incorporate the public health impact and economic development opportunities, and
· Establish a comprehensive public education and outreach program with dedicated funding specifically designed to promote sustainability education in low income communities.
The State of California must prepare the foundation for an 80% reduction in GHG emission reductions by 2050, as directed in Governor Schwarzenegger’s Executive Order S-3-05, by investing in sustainable communities now.  

We invite CARB to participate in an ongoing dialogue with the Collaborative to develop the policies that will reduce and manage our carbon footprint, so that we can meet the challenge of our generation as well as future generations.
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Sincerely,

F. Noel Perry 

Founder, Next 10

