California Interfaith Power & Light

A Religious response to global warming

220 Montgomery Street, Suite 450, San Francisco, CA 94104

(415) 391 4214

August 14, 2008

California Air Resources Board (CARB)

Mary Nichols, Chairperson 

1001 I Street,

Sacramento, CA 95814


RE:  AB32 Scoping Plan


GENERAL COMMENTS

Please accept these comments on behalf of California Interfaith Power and Light and our member congregations.  California Interfaith Power and Light (CIPL) is an interfaith environmental ministry dedicated to working with the faith community in addressing the grave threats to humanity and creation posed by global warming.  In 2006, we worked for the passage of AB32 and since then our California member congregations have prevented over 20 million pounds of carbon dioxide emissions through energy efficiency efforts.  CIPL has more than 500 member congregations statewide and is part of a national Interfaith Power and Light movement operating in 28 states.  
We urge the Air Resources Board to embrace just, fair and effective implementation of AB32.  Specifically, we urge the board to:

* Ensure that any plan to distribute carbon emission allowances is done in a fair and equitable 
manner.  
* Designate a portion of allowances or revenues from allowance auctions to assist low-income     
people.  These revenues can be used to adapt energy efficiency programs, transportation 
alternatives and for bill payment assistance.  
* Ensure there are no free giveaways of allowances, which would result in windfall profits for 
historic polluters.
* Ensure working people can transition to training programs and new green jobs.  Provide 
monitoring of workforce retention for these new workers.
* Ensure the WCI’s scope includes transportation fuels in order to maintain environmental integrity 
and achieve the lowest cost economy-wide emissions reductions.
In conclusion, we hope you will agree with us that implementation of AB32 must be just, fair and effective for all of our citizens.  We urge inclusion of these moral considerations both in the Scoping Plan and collaborations with the Western Climate Initiative.

Sincerely, 

The Rev. Charlotte W. Myers

State Program Director

charlotte@interfaithpower.org
