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September 12, 2008

Mary Nichols, Chair

California Air Resources Board
1100 | Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Principles for Climate Change Adaptation Fagdor Fish and Wildlife and Their Habitats in tAB 32
Final Scoping Plan

Dear Mary:

Climate change poses an unprecedented threat fotthie sustainability of human communities, fistua
wildlife habitat, and the natural communities we@eled upon for our food, our drinking water, recieal
opportunities such as fishing, hunting, boating hikéhg, the strength of our local economies, andguality
of life.

California’s natural and human communities areaalyeexperiencing impacts from climate change. For
example, recent research shows that climate chartgeeatening the survival of the Bay Checkerdpadterfly,
the Desert bighorn sheep, California’s iconic Jastnae, the Pika, and many more species. Otheares
shows that we are already experiencing an incrieasenperature and changes in the cycle of welerentists
doing work in California predict that these andestimpacts will increase in scale, scope, and ntadei
However, neither State nor Federal agencies havestources they need to respond to the massivéhneat
of global warming. With major paradigm shifts iovinour Federal and State agencies will need to getzand
and water resources, additional funding to additessew threats on natural resources will be vi@bnsistent
with our earlier input, we are recommending th&%2df the revenue from an auction of allowanceh&AB
32 cap and trade program be directed to helpingralatesources adapt to climate change.

While the state works to minimize impacts by maximg reduction of emissions of greenhouse gases,
California must simultaneously design, fund, anglament a comprehensive adaptation program to ernkat
people, plants, animals, and fish survive the uitiwle impacts of climate change and that the ahtur
character of California that we pass on to futleregations bears some resemblance to that we hawesd..

In the context of responding to climate change gib&l ofadaptation is to reduce the risk of adverse
environmental outcomes through activities thatéase the resilience of ecological systems to cérohange.
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Here, resilience refers to the amount of changdisturbance that a system can absorb without undegg
fundamental shift to a different set of processessructures. Fortunately, using forests andrathtural
resources to mitigate climate change by reducirgyvording emissions and/or increasing sequestraiso
produces companion benefits for climate changetatap.

Following are a set of design strategies basedi@ntific principles for a natural resource climatenge
adaptation program for California connected to ABir@plementation:

1. Dedicated Annual Funding Based on an Auction Syst@rhe cap-and-trade component of AB 32
implementation, and the companion WCI cap-and-tsdabild include an auction system for the distrdouof
emissions allowances, moving as quickly as possibl®0% of allowances auctioned. Proceeds fras th
auction system should be devoted to appropriatégmiterest purposes, including actions to addtbees
harmful impacts of climate change on public heaftirastructure, community well-being, and the maku
environment.

2. Auction Proceeds for Resilience-based Ecosystenmalfiement and Protectiort least twenty percent
(20%) of the proceeds from the cap-and-trade auslystem should be dedicated to the resiliencyl of a
ecosystems types, the ecological processes thpbdupem, the associated habitats, and plantgisiménd
wildlife that are threatened by climate changee Pprogram scope should include the full spectrum of
ecosystems and habitats, including terrestriaghfn@ter aquatic, estuarine, coastal, and marinelBDement
of adaptation strategies must include the promadimh protection of ecosystem services, supportiagtitical
role that these systems play in abating risk artndecing resilience and protection of human andrahtu
systems.

3. Broad Authority for Resilience-based Ecosystem Mgnaent and Protectiohuction proceeds in the
Final Scoping Plan should ensure dedicated funfdinthese purposes to help state, tribal and lexssdurce
agencies and their partners enhance the resil@n®eosystems at the system, habitat and spedciels ie the
face of an altered and rapidly changing climategiBle activities should include land acquisitiamr habitat
migration corridors and for buffer zones to protfecids, rivers, streams and estuaries; the proteofilarge
intact landscapes; and restoration, planning, reeeaonitoring, education and land-owner assiganc
activities that are carried out pursuant to a cahensive resiliency-based state adaptation strategy

4, Eligible Agencies.Agencies eligible for auction proceeds underfimal Scoping Plan are those state,
tribal and local agencies and non-governmentalrozgéions with authority and responsibility for m&ining
the ecological health of protected lands, watdes)tp, and fish and wildlife and their associateagjanhabitats
(forest, freshwater and coastal).

5. Inter Agency Coordinated State Stratedypo maximize effectiveness and efficiency, staibal and
local resource agencies should collaborate anddomaie their actions through a comprehensive state
adaptation strategy and incorporate climate chadgetation considerations into existing plannimucpsses
and continuing programs to the fullest extent guesi

6. Federal CoordinationThe activities of California’s state, tribal alotal resource agencies should be
coordinated with priorities and programs developgdederal resource agencies pursuant to any ration
climate change adaption strategy that is developBy.adopting a state adaptation strategy congistgh any




federal guidelines, California will be well-positied to capture funding that may pass through féfisraand
wildlife agencies for state adaptation work.

7. Cost-Share Requirementt order to ensure full and effective utilizatiohfunds dedicated to fish and
wildlife conservation under this program, stated ather non-federal entities receiving auction pemts for
conservation actions should, where feasible, pewgidelatively small cost-share payment towardehos
projects. This cost-share requirement should sagerany cost-share requirement in the programghro
which the adaptation strategy is delivered.

8. State Climate Change Ecosystem Assessment Rbesddre scientific capacity of the state resource
agencies to evaluate and address the impactswdtelichange on ecosystems and plants, fish antifevild
should be enhanced and coordinated. Capacitydtheutleveloped and enhanced through existing agency
centers and resources such as the California ResoAgency and Cal EPA, and their various departisremd
divisions including the California Energy Commigsiand its Public Information Energy Research Progra
Research, data and resources should be made guailable for use by the academic, nonprofibakiand
local communities to carry out additional research.

We appreciate your leadership on this matter aakl forward to working with CARB on the implementati
of AB 32.

Sincerely,
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Louis Blumberg Kim Delfino Dan Taylor
The Nature Conservancy Defenders of Wildlife Aol California
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