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July 31, 2008 

Mary Nichols, Chair

California Air Resources Board
1001 "I" Street
P.O. Box 2815 
Sacramento, CA  95812
RE: DRAFT Scoping Plan and Zero Waste

Dear Chair Nichols:

I would like to commend the California Air Resources Board for its efforts and leadership in the development of the AB 32 Draft Scoping Plan. Please accept my recommendations on this important plan. 

It is my belief that AB 32 should be implemented to achieve real, measurable and environmentally just reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.  As the recent groundbreaking report Stop Trashing the Climate reveals, expanding reuse, recycling and composting—that is, aiming for zero waste—is one of the fastest, cheapest and most effective strategies available to protect the climate.  When we minimize waste disposal, greenhouse gas emissions can be reduced in sectors that together represent 36.7% of all U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.  As a result it is imperative that AB 32 be implemented to strengthen statewide materials reuse, and to significantly reduce landfill and incinerator disposal. 

Landfilling and incinerating materials, (including gasification, pyrolysis, and plasma
, often called “conversion technologies” in California), is a great detriment to the climate and is not a source of “renewable” energy.  These technologies displace more sustainable waste solutions and cause unnecessary and significant life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions, energy use and waste.  They also release hazardous emissions and are disproportionately sited in communities of color and low-income communities.  Alternatively, significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions can be achieved with programs and incentives that support the expansion of waste prevention, recycling, re-use, composting and extended producer responsibility.  

The Stop Trashing the Climate report reveals that a national zero waste strategy that significantly reduces discards sent to landfills and incinerators has greenhouse gas reduction benefits comparable to leading climate protection proposals.  The role of AB 32 is critical to further California’s role as a national leader in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and through waste prevention and materials reuse.  

According to the U.S. EPA’s Solid Waste Management and Greenhouse Gases 2006 report, waste reduction and recycling of discarded materials causes significantly less greenhouse gas emissions than incineration and/or landfilling.  For example, data shows that recycling rather than incinerating or landfilling a ton of aluminum cans will prevent four metric tons of CO2 equivalent emissions.  These alternatives to incineration and landfilling also result in greater energy savings.  Recycling saves three to five times the amount of energy that incinerating these same materials generates.  EPA data also shows that composting rather than landfilling food waste results in one fourth the amount of greenhouse gas emissions. 

As a result, we present three recommendations:

· Recommendation #1: The vast majority of municipal waste stream materials are recyclable, reusable and/or compostable.  AB 32 should be implemented to dramatically decease the amount of discards disposed in landfills and incinerators.  It should require greater investment in waste reduction, reuse, recycling, composting and extended producer responsibility programs.  It should support the development of reuse jobs and infrastructure.  To this end, the AB 32 plan should include: (1) A statewide zero waste target and plan; (2) a statewide per-ton surcharge on landfilled and incinerated materials; (3) incentives to create and sustain locally-based reuse, recycling and composting jobs and infrastructure; (4) regulations to minimize paper packaging, junk mail, and single-use plastic products and packaging; (5) the removal of barriers to composting; and (6) a moratorium on building landfills and incinerators, including pyrolysis, plasma arc, gasification and other thermal waste technologies.

· Recommendation #2: AB 32 should be implemented to ensure that new programs, subsidies, policies and/or policy amendments do not undermine current or future waste reduction, recycling, re-use or composting programs by in any way facilitating the expansion or construction of disposal facilities such as incinerators—including gasification, pyrolysis, plasma arc and other thermal technologies—and landfills and bioreactors.  Landfills and incinerators of any kind should not be considered sources of renewable energy in any plan or policy.  The California Legislature has repeatedly rebuffed attempts to gain subsidies and incentives for these technologies and to weaken public and environmental protections. 

· Recommendation #3: Include the recommendations of the CARB Economic and Technology Advancement Advisory Committee (ETAAC) regarding waste and recycling (pages 105-112).  These recommendations are low cost when compared to other recommendations.  In addition, they are environmentally sound and proven ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Finally, I encourage you to review and consider the 12 priority policies to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions presented in the Stop Trashing the Climate report.  You can find the report and the one-page recommendations at www.stoptrashingtheclimate.org.  

Please contact me at 510-883-9490 extension 102 or dave@no-burn.org for any clarifications. 

Sincerely, 

David Ciplet 

The Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives (GAIA), U.S. Office

� Plasma, pyrolysis, and gasification technologies are defined as incinerators by the U.S. EPA Solid Waste definitions (Subpart B, 260.10) and the European Union Parliament’s Directive on Incineration and Waste (http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/consleg/pdf/200/en_2000L0076_do001.pdf).





