December 5, 2008                                                                      P. O. Box 284
                                                                                               Aromas, CA. 95004

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger                                             831-726-3448
Members, California Legislature                                                    
California Air Resources Board 

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,
Members of the California State Legislature and CARB: 

Regarding: AB 32
Our country is currently in a state of economic panic. Our unemployment rate in the state of California alone is up over 8.2% the highest it has been in over 14 years, and is currently the third highest in the country. People are losing their jobs! Imposing a regulation that would cost companies an insurmountable amount of money would cost even more people their jobs and livelihood. Ultimately bringing us even deeper into the recession and even closer to having another depression. Why would we as a state knowingly put our families in that sort of situation?
I have been the owner and operator of T & L Trucking for the past 25 years. The profit margins for our industry are marginal at best. We have many uncontrollable outside costs from tires, fuel and parts to Insurance, Workman’s comp and General/ Auto Liability. Our main form of work is through the construction and farming industries. Due to the economic time that we are in, many of these industries are failing and in turn so is ours. Because of the loss of revenue, tighter credit markets, lack of available work and new regulatory requirements and restrictions many companies including T & L Trucking are on the verge of having to cease operations. 

As the price of doing business has increased the cost of new equipment/ upgrades to current equipment would be detrimental to the trucking industry. Even in an optimal business environment this proposal would still be a burden on companies. Because lack of new technology, the availability of replacement equipment and loss of value from the existing equipment would cause a huge hardship. Not only to T & L Trucking, but everyone within and associated with the industry. If the new CARB proposal were passed it would guarantee to not only put us out of business, but also hundreds if not thousands of other companies. Which is something that I am not sure that we as a state could recover from.

The passing of this bill would in turn cause a quick downslide. It would not only put many trucking business out of operation, but it would also affect the farming and construction industry from the importing and exporting of goods. With less trucks and companies in operation that means there would be less companies to choose from. It would also cause commerce from other states to greatly decline due to lack of ability/ desire to cooperate with the new proposal. There for causing prices of transported goods and services to greatly increase. 

We at T & L trucking fully understand the need to facilitate programs that keep our air clean and the responsibility we all have to our environment. We also believe that it can be and should be done in a manner that does not put extraordinary burdens on business and the general population. We all want a better and cleaner environment, but do we want it at the cost of everything that we have worked for.
T & L Trucking and all its affiliates urge this board to come up with a plan that would promote buyouts of older equipment, grants, low interest loans, tax incentives and other measures to mitigate the burden on trucking companies, business and the California public.
T&L Trucking LLC.

Tony Luiz 

President

