RCSAA Riverside County Schools Advocacy Association

December 9, 2008

Ms. Mary D. Nichols, Chair

California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, California 95814

RE: Agenda Item 08-11-3 Proposed School Bus Regulations

Dear Ms. Nichols:

The Riverside County Schools Advocacy Association (RCSAA) is opposed to the proposed school bus regulations that will be considered during the California Air Resources Board’s next meeting scheduled for December 11‑12, 2008.

As you know, the proposed regulations would mandate that every school bus built in or after 1988 (with the exception of two strokes) be fitted with a retrofit device, or replaced by January 1, 2018.  The estimated cost for these mandates is $517 million.

California’s already tight fiscal condition is being compounded by the depressed economy.  As a result, the Governor is proposing mid-year budget cuts to schools.  Riverside County school districts are facing at least $138 million IN CURRENT YEAR funding cuts per the Governor’s proposal.  Furthermore, we anticipate school districts will continue to see the erosion of school dollars into and possibly beyond the 2009-10 fiscal year.  In fact, the Legislative Analyst’s Office recently stated that California’s schools won’t return to current year levels until 2012‑13.

STATE SCHOOL TRANSPORATION FUNDING IS ALREADY SO WOEFULLY UNDERFUNDED THAT DISTRICTS ARE BEING FORCED TO DRASTICALLY REDUCE HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION OR  ELIMINATE IT ALTOGETHER.  IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY,  STATE FUNDING ONLY COVERS 37% OF THE AVERAGE DISTRICTS’ ACTUAL COSTS – FORCING US TO REDIRECT DOLLARS TO TRANSPORTATION THAT COULD OTHERWISE GO TO OUR CORE MISSION OF RAISING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT.
RCSAA MUST STRONGLY oppose the mandated costs involved in the proposed regulations due to the state’s dire fiscal climate.  This is a terrible time to saddle school districts with new costs when they are facing historic cuts.  Any new regulations should be contingent upon funding.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our concerns.

Sincerely,

/s/
Elliott Duchon, Chair

Riverside County Schools Advocacy Association
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