The basis of the expert panel report on the viability of the Battery Electric Vehicles (BEV) rests on erroneous assumptions. The summary states: "Despite substantial technological progress, prior efforts to introduce Full Power BEVs were unsuccessful due to high manufacturing costs of the battery and limited mass market customer acceptance due to limited range and long recharge time, and there has been little progress since.”

Everything in that paragraph is false.

First of all, the efforts to introduce BEVs were most assuredly successful. 100% of the EVs made available were leased or sold. Additionally, waiting lists formed thousands strong, primarily from word of mouth since the marketing of EVs by the manufacturers was practically non-existent. And this was back when gas was $1.40 per gallon. How is it possible that an industry could consider this effort unsuccessful under those circumstances?

A recent poll by Synovate Motoresearch of 3,000 consumers found that 24% would consider buying a PHEV. However, after they were told what such a car could do, the number jumped to 64%. Considering that 18 million vehicles are sold in the US each year, this represents over 10 million vehicles.

This coincides with the anecdotal evidence provided by the hundreds of EV drivers over the past several years who are constantly asked about their EVs. When told of their benefits, the number of people who enthusiastically express the desire for an EV is near 100%.

I highly encourage the board to undertake its own survey to gauge consumer acceptance of plug-in cars.

The range issue is not a problem for most people. Once it is explained that an EV can be charged from any outlet, most people understand that all of their daily driving can be safely done in an EV with a nominal range of 150 miles. 

As for “high manufacturing cost”, the report does not objectively quantify what constitutes high cost. Given the extremely low operational cost of an EV, one could reasonably expect to pay significantly more for an EV than ICE. The report’s own evaluation of battery costs of less than $200/kWh indicates a much lower price point than in 2003. Coupled with the expected calendar life of over 10 years and several thousand cycles, this is more than affordable today.

The survey results highlight how misinformation from carmakers has clouded the thinking of Americans on this issue. 

A recent example was an article published by MSNBC quoting Toyota’s Masatami Takimoto, executive VP in charge of powertrain development as saying, “…plug-in hybrids, were still years away from practical application and pure electric vehicles even further out because even with a trunk full of rechargeable batteries, they would have a cruising range of just 60 km (37 miles)."

This is blatantly false. Toyota built production EVs ten years ago with more than triple that range. Is it any wonder the media, the public, and even members of this board can discern the truth about EVs after being fed a steady diet of lies like that?

The assumption in the panel’s report of a lack of “customer acceptance” is not rooted in facts, but fallacy. Nowhere in the report is there documentation of this lack of consumer acceptance. On the contrary, every consumer survey shows a strong and growing desire for plug-in cars.

Americans deserve the choice to drive on electricity. They don’t deserve to be told to wait twelve more years for an inferior choice.

You eleven people have the power to provide the incentives that will move the auto industry to quickly adopt this superior technology. 

In two years, when you see your face in close up on the screen in “Who Resurrected the Electric Car?” I hope you’ll feel proud of your part in making it a reality.

