
May 23, 2007

Dr. Robert F. Sawyer, Chairman

California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, California 95814

RE:
Status Report on the California Air Resources Board’s Zero Emission Vehicle Program, Scheduled for Consideration May 24 and 25, 2007

Dear Chairman Sawyer:

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) offers the following comments on the above referenced Status Report by the Staff of the California Air Resources Board.   As a state that has adopted the California LEV standards, the NJDEP strongly supports the Board’s efforts to maintain the program and to enhance its effectiveness through periodic review and revision. Our specific comments follow.

Fuel Cell Vehicles

The Board should maintain an aggressive schedule for deployment of Type III ZEVs by those manufacturers that choose the alternative compliance path.  The NJDEP believes that aggressive targets are necessary to sustain the technology-forcing impact of the alternative path.

Section 177 State “Travel Provision”

If the Travel Provision is extended, it would create uncertainty as to the volumes and locations of future advanced vehicle placement.  Continuation of this provision could hinder the development of refueling infrastructure that is a prerequisite to eventual commercialization of Type III ZEVs.   The NJDEP therefore urges the Board to retain the 2011 sunset date for the travel provision.

Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles

The NJDEP supports PHEV technology, and requests the Board to consider strengthening the incentives for PHEV deployment under the ZEV program. We appreciate the Staff’s reasoning, in Section 6.3 of the Status Report, that the current program structure already incentivizes PHEV production to some degree. However, we feel that the technology shows sufficient promise for in-use zero-emissions operation to warrant even stronger support as a “Silver” category vehicle under the ZEV program.

Conclusion

The NJDEP generally supports the Board’s efforts to sustain the technology-forcing nature of the ZEV program, as well as many of the Staff’s findings in its May 2007 Status Report.  We believe this program will continue to provide significant air quality and public health benefits. 

Sincerely, 

/s/

David M. West

Bureau Chief

Air Quality Management

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection









